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From the Office
Hello All,

Contents

Christmas is nearly here and 2014 is just around
the corner. Looking back on 2013 it’s been a
busy year for BMS activities with forays at home
and abroad, as well as the countrywide UK
Fungus Day. Early reports indicate that the UK
Fungus Day was a huge success and therefore
we plan to repeat the event and build on this
success in 2014. Watch out in January for a
special edition of the Mycologist Newsletter
showcasing 2013’s UK Fungus Day events,
hopefully this will encourage even more activities
with the 2014 event.
The membership renewal process for 2014 will
soon be underway, and the good news decided at
the recent BMS AGM in September, is that
membership and journal fees will remain the
same as 2013. We will email and post renewal
forms out towards the end of December to be
returned and processed at the start of 2014.
Please keep us informed of any change in postal
or email address, especially those of you who
receive the newsletter or journals in hard copy
format.
Best wishes for the coming season and for the
coming year.
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Merry Christmas, joyeux Noël, ¡Feliz Navidad,
and a very Happy New Year to all.
The BMS Office Team

Norman Porrett
Administrator BMS Office

2013 Honorary Member: Ted Gange

Sophie Embleton
Field Mycology Assistant
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2013 Honorary member:
Ted Gange
see now, but at least I might be able to do so in
the future, when some books might be found”.
Then his mother gave him Mushrooms and
Toadstools by Dr John Ramsbottom but, while
useful, only showed how much there was to
learn. Not until a local book shop got him
Common British Fungi by Wakefield & Dennis
could much progress in identification be made.
Another ecological observation that Ted made
early on was that, unlike the flowering plants, it
was virtually impossible to predict when and
where one might find a given species of fungus.
Thus, the idea was born of recording exactly
when and where species were seen, to try and
help others who might be interested in finding
fungi. In the early 1950s, Ted met a retired
schoolmaster, Jim Hindley, who was also
interested in fungi. Jim had an advantage in that
he was a close friend of Dr Derek Reid, who
taught him how to identify many species and
where to find them.

Ted has been interested in many aspects of
natural history since when at an early age
(1930s) he found some shiny reddish-brown
cylindrical objects in the soil when his father dug
potatoes. They could wriggle their pointed ends,
but were otherwise immoveable. No one could
tell him what they were and so he kept a few at
home. Most dried up and failed to move, but one
lasted long enough to eventually split open,
revealing a large brown moth that was emerging.
This event sparked an interest in entomology and
a desire to find and raise more of these insects.
That interest is still with him, but it brought with it
a need to learn the identities of flowering plants,
in order to find the correct food plants for his
butterfly and moth larvae.

Ted and Jim hatched a plan to map every
species in Wiltshire, but soon realised that they
did not have enough records of any to make it
worthwhile. Thus, attention quickly focused on
recording every species found and the ‘Gange
database’ of records was born. Every record
was hand written on a 5” x 3” card and filed away
in a tin box.
Over the next 50 years, aided by many friends in
the Natural History Society (of which he is
president), Ted amassed over 64,000 records.
Then, in 2009 an unfortunate accident curtailed
his avid collecting. He tripped in the garden and
hit his head on concrete, almost breaking his
neck. Almost completely paralysed, he spent the
next 5 months in the spinal unit of Salisbury
Hospital. The team performed a remarkable
reconstruction job, but he lost his sense of
balance, and can now only manage a few steps
with help.

In the early 1940s, Ted followed his father into
the family firm and became a stonemason by
profession. This job entailed long periods
outside, enabling him to continue his hobbies of
entomology and botany. However, while peering
closely at plants or insects in churchyards and
cemeteries, he noticed often large groups of
fungi present too, and it was not long before
these became the main focus of his interest.
Although not a professional ecologist, Ted soon
realised that the more one looks, the more
species one finds – a good example of the
species accumulation curve.

Before the accident, Ted’s son Alan, who works
at Royal Holloway, University of London, realised
the extent of the resource that Ted had compiled.
Inspired by the study of flowering in British plants
by Alastair Fitter and his father, Richard, he
decided to see if Ted’s original questions of
where and when fungi fruit could be addressed
by studying the temporal and spatial patterns that
were present in the data. However, the data had

Over the next few years, Ted visited all of the
burial grounds within a 30 km radius of Salisbury
(where the firm was based). This was just about
the time that colour film became available and an
old glass plate camera was converted to use it.
His reasoning was simple, but rather far-sighted,
saying that “I may not be able to identify what I
4

to be computerised. Ted bought a computer,
taught himself how to use Excel (with some help
from Alan!) and typed the 64,000 records into
the package, copying all the information from
each card.

Boddy, L. (2007). Rapid and recent changes in
fungal fruiting patterns. Science, 316, 71-71.
Mattock, G., Gange, A.C. & Gange, E.G. (2007).
Spring fungi are fruiting earlier. British Wildlife,
18, 267-272.

Since 2005, Alan has been conducting analyses
of the data set, the original paper of which was
published in Science. Analyses are still ongoing
and the data have now been incorporated into
the FRDBI. To date, five manuscripts and one
PhD thesis (by Aqilah Mohammad) have been
published and more manuscripts are planned.
By taking an almost Darwinian, curiosity-driven
approach to natural history, Ted has provided a
lasting legacy for mycologists and given us a
great example of how useful ‘citizen science’ can
be. He well deserves the award of Honorary
Membership of the British Mycological Society.

Gange, A.C., Gange, E.G., Mohammad, A.B. &
Boddy, L. (2011). Host shifts in fungi caused by
climate change? Fungal Ecology, 4, 184-190.
Gange, A.C., Gange. E.G., Mohammad, A.B. &
Boddy, L. (2012). Fungal host shifts: bias or
biology? Fungal Ecology 5, 647-650.
Gange, A.C., Mohammad, A.B., Damialis, A. &
Gange. E.G. (2013). Mushroom phenological
changes: A role for resource availability?
Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences USA 110, E333-334.

Publications:
Gange, A.C., Gange, E.G., Sparks, T.H. &

Stuart Skeates Benefactor’s Medal 2012
Stuart has always been interested in the natural
world – as a child, he wanted to be “Gerald Durrell”
when he grew up. He was lured into fungi by
Richard Fortey when they holidayed together with
their small children who learned to 'help' find fungi.
Stuart joined BMS in 1986 thanks to Maurice Moss
the membership secretary at the time, and was part
of the inaugural meeting of the Hampshire Fungus
Recording Group in 1988, which he has led since
2005. In the 1990s he attended several of Jack
Marriott's Littledean workshops, in 2002 his first
BMS autumn foray and 2005 his first BMS main
scientific meeting (at Dundee) .
Stuart was elected to BMS council in 2006 and
since then has worked unstintingly for the Society.
He was BMS Foray manager in 2006/7, chair of
BMS FMCC 2010-2013, and has helped man our
Stuart Skeates (left) with Naresh Magan former
outreach stands at Chelsea Flower Show, Malvern
president.
Three Counties show, Natural History Museum, and
the UK Fungus Day launch in Cambridge. He is
probably more modern than most of us and started the BMS twitter account with Gabi Brown in 2013.
Perhaps Stuart’s most important contributions to the Society in general have been his membership of
the working party that reviewed the BMS structure, and his tireless assistance when he was Vice
President (2010/11). It was during this time that he drove the development of the new BMS website,
which is our face to the outside world, and he continues to play a major with this.
Lynne Boddy
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Small Grant Reports
1st EMBO Workshop on Cell-Cell Fusion. Ein Gedi Kibbutz, Dead Sea, Israel
3rd – 7th November 2013
Alex Lichius, Ph.D.
Thanks to the financial aid provided through the
“BMS Small Grant” I was able to attend the 1st
EMBO Workshop on Cell-Cell Fusion, held from the
3rd–7th November 2013 at the Ein Gedi Kibbutz
Hotel at the Dead Sea in Israel.

membrane merger, to cell-cell communication in
order to bring plasma membranes into direct
contact, is combined. This interdisciplinary
combination of knowledge, represented by leading
figures from the various fields made this EMBO
workshop so exceptionally rewarding.

This meeting was the successor of the previous
three Gordon Research Conferences on Cell-Cell
Fusion, traditionally
held near Boston,
USA. The focus,
therefore, remained
the same: bringing
together scientists
from the fields of
biophysics of
membrane sculpting,
developmental cell
and viral fusion,
intracellular
membrane fusion, and
cell-cell fusion in
various eukaryotic
model systems. The
meeting provided a
relaxed atmosphere in
EMBO Cell-Cell Fusion Workshop which Ph.D. students
and early-carrier
flyer, 2013.
postdoctoral
researchers could present and discuss their work
amongst their peers.

Highlights were, for example, the opening keynote
lectures on “How an organelle gets into shape”
presented by Tom A. Rapoport (Harvard Medical
School, Boston, USA), and “Mechanisms of
intracellular membrane fusion: focus on SNARE
proteins” by Reinhard Jahn (MPI for Biological
Chemistry, Göttingen, Germany), as well as the
closing keynote lecture by Ari Helenius (ETH Zürich,
Switzerland) on the “Pathways of virus entry and
uncoating”, including a brief account on the
historical development of this area.
I had the opportunity to act as discussion leader of
plenary session VI on “Fertilization”, which however,
only covered two talks on gamete fusion leading to
fertilization in a mammalian and the budding yeast
model. The third talk of this session presented by
Nick Read (University of Manchester, UK) then
contrasted non-self gamete fusion with self-fusion
between genetically identical cells of the filamentous
model fungus Neurospora crassa. The session was
closed by Matias Hernandez (MPI for Biological
Chemistry, Göttingen, Germany), who provided a
nice framework by again talking about SNARE
proteins, and their concerted cooperativity during
membrane fusion. For his work, Matias received the
Biochemical Journal Best Abstract Award. For me, it
has been a great pleasure to play such an active
part in the meeting.

The meeting included a pre-workshop mini
symposium on sculpting and fusion of cell
membranes held on Sunday 3rd November at the
Weizmann Institute of Science in Rehovot, and
comprised six lectures organized in two plenary
sessions. The afternoon was used for the bus
transfer to the actual conference venue, the Ein
Gedi Kibbutz Hotel at the shores of the Dead Sea.

The two poster sessions, in which 25 posters were
displayed in total, furthermore gave me the
opportunity to present parts of my work. This time, I
showed how functional diversification of two Rhotype GTPases, CDC-42 and RAC-1, control
formation and opposite chemotropism of germ tubes
and so called conidial anastomosis tubes (CATs),
the latter essential for cell-cell fusion in Neurospora
crassa.

The remaining eleven plenary sessions of the
meeting where then held in the conference hall of
the Ein Gedi Kibbutz Hotel, and comprised 44
lectures, which reflected the exceptionally
interdisciplinary nature of the cell fusion field, and
also made very clear that a comprehensive
understanding of the process can only be obtained
when the knowledge from all areas, spanning the
biophysics of lipid bilayer interaction leading to

Israel in general, and the Dead Sea area in
particular, are truly biblical places. The morning and
afternoon sessions were well spaced and thus
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allowed short excursions into the surrounding
nature, including floating in the Dead Sea, and a
hike through the near-by Ein Gedi Nature
Reserve.

Overall, the meeting was a great scientific and
recreational success, and I do recommend
everyone to visit Israel at least once in a lifetime
to experience hospitality, wonderful food and
amazing nature.
Alex Lichius, Ph.D.

Another highlight was the early-morning hike up
Masada mountain, to see the sunrise from the
plateau of this famous Jewish mountain fortress,
built around 35 B.C.

View from the Ein Gedi Kibbutz
Hotel conference hall towards
the Dead Sea. On the right,
houses of the Kibbutz can be
seen.

Conference attendees floating
in the salty water of the Dead
Sea.

Conference hall of the Ein
Gedi Kibbutz Hotel.

Sunrise at Masada.

Biogeography of the ectomycorrhizal symbiotic fungus Laccaria
amethystina
Lucia Vincenot
patterns at the scale of a forest (1,2). As
highlighted at the recent BMS meeting at Kew
gardens “Geography of Fungi”, there is still a lot
to uncover about forest fungal diversity, and
which environmental and historical processes
shape the geographic distribution of these
species. My former colleagues at CEFE (Centre
d’Écologie Fonctionnelle et Évolutive,
Montpellier, France) and I aimed at better
understanding how L. amethystina could be
present in such various environments, and over
such long distances.
In 2007, along with co-Ph.D. student M. Roy, we
started studying French populations of
L. amethystina (3); that is, groups of fruitbodies
that had been sampled far enough from each
other to avoid picking up twice any fruit bodies
from the same underground mycelium. Our team
had been collecting samples in 3 French forests,

Laccaria amethystina (Huds.) Cooke is a
conspicuous, purple and fleshy basidiomycete
mushroom whose fruit bodies can be commonly
found in mixed temperate forests. An
ectomycorrhizal
species, apparently
symbiotic to many
host trees and
identified from
Western Europe to
Eastern Asia, it was
an exciting case to
start my Ph.D.
research about
fungal hidden genetic diversity. L. amethystina
had also been previously studied by F. Martin’s
team (INRA Nancy, France), to understand its
ecological strategy through observations of
persistence, growth rate and reproductive
7

At least 150 km apart from each other. These populations
had also been sampled under different tree species, in
order to study whether L. amethystina could really be a
non–specific symbiont of different trees, or if there were
actually some “varieties” that couldn’t be seen by the
naked eye but revealed with genetic tools. We used a set
of genetic markers called microsatellites on DNA that we
extracted from the samples, to get their own genetic
signature (genotype) and compare them in groups.
Eventually we didn’t observe any hidden differentiation
between groups of samples that grew in association with
different trees, and we concluded that L. amethystina
would be a true generalist ectomycorrhizal species,
adapted to symbiosis with multiple hosts. This was an
important result because, even though generalist
association had been suggested for many
ectomycorrhizal fungi as they produce fruit bodies in the
very surroundings of various tree species, it was one of
the first studies actually demonstrating an absence of
species specificity between partners of an
ectomycorrhizal symbiosis (4).

populations were strongly divergent from each other.
Another significant result of our analyses was that
populations from Yunnan harboured a higher genetic
diversity than the others. This result suggests that
European and Japanese populations might have
originated as subsets (hence losing a part of genetic
diversity) of an ancient Chinese population, and
independently migrated towards East and West – but this
scenario still requires further analyses, with more diverse
populations from Eurasian continent. Today levels of
genetic differentiation between European, Chinese and
Japanese L. amethystina are so high that they indicate
“reproductive isolation”. That is, these populations have
long since not exchanged spores and progressively
diverged from each other, to the point that they may be
considered as distinct species or sub-species. Even
though it had been taxonomically described as a single
species mainly on morphological data, we now consider
L. amethystina as a Eurasian species complex. We are
currently attempting to further elucidate the taxonomy of
L. amethystina species complex with complementary
molecular techniques, in association with G. Kost and KH.
Rexer (University of Marburg, Germany). Through the
study of L. amethystina as a biological model, together
with other species currently investigated by other teams,
we aim at drawing patterns of geography and evolutionary
history of ectomycorrhizal fungi.

An unexpected secondary result of this French-scale
study was that populations at a distance of 150 to 450 km
were not genetically different, that is to say, there was, or
had recently been (at evolutionary time scales), genetic
exchanges between L. amethystina amongst these three
forest. At such distances, genetic exchange in
basidiomycetes is realised through the dispersion of
spores from the mature fruit bodies, most probably by the
wind. This result was quite exciting, since there where at
that time only a few studies about the dispersal capacities
of forest basidiomycetes, and we were surprised by this
wide range of dispersal of L. amethystina spores. We
decided to widen our scope of study, and with the help of
many mycologists, we could gather populations from 12
European countries, from Spain to Finland and from the
UK to Estonia. As for the France-scale study, we
identified the genotype of each sample with molecular
markers, and compared groups of different geographic
origins to estimate their genetic differentiation. Again, we
didn’t observe any significant pattern of population
differentiation related to geographic distance, nor
environmental variables such as climate or latitude. Our
study had revealed a European panmictic population in
Europe, that is to say, there were, or had recently been,
genetic exchanges between the populations we sampled
over 2900 km (5). This pattern may have been favoured by
the absence of barrier to spores dispersal in Western
Europe, such as major mountainous regions or large
continental seas. The adaptation of L. amethystina to
symbiosis with multiple trees species would also favour
this pattern, as the dispersed spores could find a suitable
habitat all throughout temperate forests of Western
Europe.

I wish to acknowledge the British Mycological Society for
the attribution of a small grant that we used in particular to
analyse samples from China. These recent results have
also been recently presented as a poster communication
at the BMS 2013 Main Meeting in Cardiff. I also express
my gratitude and give a warm thanks to the many
mycologists from Europe and Asia who helped us through
advices and precious samples collection. Finally, thanks
to my collaborators at CEFE for our teamwork, especially
MP. Dubois, F. Richard, M. Sauve and MA. Selosse (now
at Muséum National d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris) who
shares interest and supports these research activities.
To keep on investigating the biogeography of L.
amethystina, we are still looking for samples from
Eurasia. Please contact me if you can help!
(lmpvincenot@gmail.com)

Eventually, since the species L. amethystina had been
described in Europe and Asia, we decided to study the
history and relationships of its populations over its
geographic range. We welcomely received samples from
Yunnan, China, and from Japan, the easternmost
extremity of the distribution area. With similar genetic
markers, we discovered that the 3 geographic groups of

For further reading on the topic: (1) Gherbi et al. 1999, Molecular
Ecology, 8: 2003-2013. (2) Fiore-Donno & Martin 2001, New Phytologist,
152: 533-542. (3) Roy et al. 2008, Molecular Ecology, 17: 2825-2838. (4)
Douhan et al., Fungal Biology, 115: 569-597. (5) Vincenot et al. 2012,
Molecular Ecology, 21: 281-299.
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BMS Bursary Report
Summer Project:
Investigating late succession in wood decay fungi
Student: Jessica Dunn, University of Sheffield
Supervisor: Dr Daniel Eastwood, Swansea University
Saprotrophic (wood-decay) fungi are the hidden
agents of decomposition in woodlands, releasing
nutrients from dead organic matter. Thus
nutrients are recycled and made available to
other organisms. These fungi colonise wood,
each species fiercely defending its ‘territory’ from
others as wood provides not only a growth
substrate but also the source of carbon and
nutrients. Many species actively ‘forage’ for
wood, sending mycelial cords out across the soil.
(Boddy 1993)
This project focused on competition between
saprotrophic fungi. Previous studies of individual
pairs of species have allowed researchers to
determine a hierarchy of competitive ability
(Boddy et al. 2000) However, it is possible that if
a fungus has been previously exposed to other
species before, its future competitive ability will
be affected. I investigated whether the outcomes
of competition were affected by a previous
competitive interaction – this type of experiment
brings us a step closer to understanding the
dynamics of competition in natural ecosystems,
where there will be many species interacting.

Figure 1. Experimental set-up detailing position of
bait blocks, and blocks inoculated with competitor
and cord-former species.

appreciated this placement opportunity – it gave
me the opportunity to understand day-to-day life
in a research lab, take ownership of a project,
and get a real understanding of what is involved
in the research process.

Initially, beech wood blocks colonised by a cordforming fungus (Hypholoma fasciculare,
Phanerochaete velutina or Coniophora puteana)
were allowed to interact with a non-cord-former
(Vuilleminia comedens or Trametes versicolor).
The pairs were then placed on non-sterile soil
trays, with another ‘bait’ block to attract the cordformer to forage across the soil (fig. 1).

The work is being completed by Dan’s PhD
student, Georgina Powell, as it was unfortunately
out of the time-scale of my summer placement.
Georgina is using a similar experimental design
to look at changes in gene expression that might
explain any differences in competitive ability –
are any genes up-regulated in response to initial
competition? Do they help set-up the fungus to
give it an advantage in future competitions?
Jessica Dunn

Reisolations allow us to determine which species
of fungus is present – who colonises the blocks
and to what extent? Additionally, image analysis
of photographed soil trays allows us to compare
growth of the cord-formers to assess any effects
of competition.

Boddy, L (1993) Saprotrophic cord-forming fungi:
warfare strategies and other ecological aspects,
Mycological Research, 97 (6): 641-655
Boddy, L (2000) Interspecific combative
interactions between wood-decaying
basidiomycetes. FEMS Microbiology Ecology,
31: 185–194

This work was supervised by Dan Eastwood
(Swansea University), with some time spent in
Lynne Boddy’s lab (Cardiff University). I really
9

Report on the MiSAC
Annual Competition 2013
Correspondent at The Times newspaper. The judges
were strict in looking for entries which met the
required brief, i.e. a profile structured like a social
media web site and consisting of two ‘pages’, the first
providing the chosen microbe’s name and profile
(e.g. habitat, role, timeline) and the second giving
more detail (e.g. life, job, relationships, friends,
enemies, travels). Many hand- and computerproduced entries, especially in the KS3 (S1/2) group,
were very impressive in meeting these stringent
requirements and showed a good grasp of the
underlying science. This helped to make the very
difficult process of adjudication both rewarding and
informative. Entries in the form of a poster or not
focused on human health were not considered.

Facebug: a social media
network for microbes
The requirement of the Silver Anniversary of the
MiSAC Annual Competition was to produce a social
network profile for a species of microbe involved in
an aspect of human health such as an infectious
disease, food poisoning, or health foods. The
purpose was to improve understanding of how
microbes work in human health and disease, and
interact with one another. Special sponsorship for the
competition was generously provided by the Society
for Applied Microbiology, one of MiSAC’s annual
sponsors.

Mention has to be made of the high levels of skill
shown in the design of the profiles including
appropriate use of eye-catching illustrations. Clearly
much fun was had in writing microbes’ blogs which
expressed their relish at wreaking havoc and anxiety
at facing defence mechanisms. Also, more than 50
novel and amusing names were given to the web
site. However, students should always observe the
rule of nomenclature whereby a lower case initial
letter is used in a species name, e.g. Penicillium
chrysogenum, and also the correct form of the
singular and plural case, e.g. ‘alga’, ‘bacterium’,
‘fungus’, ‘mycelium’ (singular); ‘algae’, ‘bacteria’,
‘fungi’, ‘mycelia’ (plural).

As usual, entries were invited in two groups: Key
Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 (Secondary 1/2 and 3/4,
respectively, in Scotland). The topic was a
challenging one which nevertheless proved to be
hugely popular, attracting one of the largest numbers
of entries in the competition’s history. Establishments
from England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland
took part, including many for the first time. A total of
126 entries came from 114 schools and colleges,
twice the level of recent years. There were 684
separate entries consisting of 530 from KS3 (S1/2)
and 154 from KS4 (S3 /4); almost 1,000 students
participated. Submissions to both entry groups came
from 12 establishments. It was noticeable that the
large number of entries overall was made up of fewer
entries per establishment than usual, perhaps
reflecting the greater challenge. The proportion of
KS4 (S3/4) entries was smaller than of late.

Money awards totalling £1,000 are made to 1st, 2nd
and 3rd Prize Winners and their establishments; in
addition, there is a Commendation category. All
student participants are awarded a certificate, a
much appreciated feature of the competition, and
each establishment receives some microbiology
teaching resources. The results and winning entries
are put on the MiSAC Annual Competition page on
www.misac.org in due course.

Entrants were required to choose one microbial
species and its involvement in one aspect of human
health. Guidance on possible aspects was provided.
Entries encompassed a wide and enterprising range
of microbes and dealt mainly with aspects of
disease, e.g. effects, spread, prevention, eradication,
history. Bacteria featured most prominently but
viruses were also strongly represented. However, the
roles of fungi, including antibiotic production, and
protozoa were not forgotten and the health food
aspect was also represented, mainly in relation to
probiotics.

MiSAC warmly thanks all students who took part for
making the competition such a success and their
teachers for their support and messages of
appreciation for this important event in the year’s
calendar. The competition topic is always linked to
the National Curriculum but with requirements
framed to draw students into exploring beyond its
confines. We hope that students’ interest in
microbiology has been stimulated and that they will
be encouraged to participate in the next (26th)
competition which will be sponsored by the British
Mycological Society.

Members of MiSAC were joined on the judging panel
by Professor Martin Adams and Dr Lucy Harper,
respectively President and Communications
Manager of the competition sponsors, the Society for
Applied Microbiology, and by Tom Whipple, Science
10

West Weald Fungus Recording
Group
West Weald Fungus Recording Group welcomed
Geoffrey Kibby to the Old Barn Hall, Great
Bookham, on 22nd. September 2013, to present
a one-day Workshop. This annual event was
again supported by a BMS Small Grant.
A ‘full house’ of WWFRG members, joined by
some from the Hampshire Group, assembled to
learn more about Amanitas.

combination Amanita ‘helianthemicola’ has been
proposed for one of these.
Amanita strobiliformis (with its ‘clotted-cream’
ring) is not mycorrhizal, and grows on open
calcareous grassland.
The subsect ‘Vaginata’ offers the greatest
identification difficulties.

Copies of Geoffrey’s book ‘The genus Amanita
in Great Britain’, published in July 2012, were all
snapped up rapidly ‘like hot cakes’.

The Workshop gave us a new perspective on
this genus, and an added bonus was that
Geoffrey generously allowed us access to, and
so the ability to print out, his well-illustrated
presentation PDF file. I have comb-bound my
copy and now have a comprehensive ‘library’ to
help identify and clarify this genus.

A comprehensive presentation of the
approximately 40 British species followed, and
this was accompanied by some extremely useful
hints on how best to prepare specimens of cap,
gill, stipe and volva tissues to show up specific
diagnostic features.

Our thanks to Geoffrey for a very productive and
enjoyable day.
Ray Tantram

2013 has been quite a good year, and A. virosa,
a fairly rare species in the UK, had been found in
5 locations to date, mainly in the Epping Forest
area. We were able to photograph the fruit body
Geoffrey brought, and also to demonstrate its
typical golden-yellow reaction with 5% KOH
applied to the cap.
A good collection of fresh material from a variety
of species, including A . phalloides, was on
display. This allowed us to choose and examine
appropriate specimens to check-out many of the
microscopic features that had been highlighted
in Geoffrey’s talk.
Many Amanitas have mycorrhizal associations
with different trees, including some very specific
ones. Recently several have been found
associated with Helianthemum. A new

Amanita strobiliformis - ‘Warted Amanita’
on ‘Conservation verge’ Great Bookham,
September 2005. Photo: Ray Tantram © 2005

Request for Newsletter Articles
Do you have any items you would like to see published in the Newsletter which would be of interest
to members? We would love to receive short reports of any activities, upcoming events, items of
interest, etc. Please send items to the office or email to: mycologistnews@britmycolsoc.info

Copy deadline for next issue: 28th February 2014
11

BMS 2014
Foray and Workshop Programme
MAY 2014
SPRING WORKSHOP / FORAY - STAINBOROUGH
Pyrenomycetes of Wetlands and Uplands... A focused look at some specific habit types.
Northern College, Stainborough, Yorkshire
12/05/2014 to 19/05/2014 (7 nights)
Tutor: Dr Paul Cannon
Venue website: www.northern.ac.uk
This spring event continues the BMS work on developing our attendee's ascomycete identification
skills; this week with an emphasis on the Pyrenomycetes, though as is usual with all our events, we
will be looking at a range of genera and species. During the week we will visit a variety of sites,
predominantly Upland and wetland sites in South Yorkshire areas, including Pennine uplands on
sandstones and nearby willow carr most will have SSSI status and many are historic remnant
ancient woodlands.
We are very fortunate that Dr. Paul Cannon has agreed to be our tutor; most will know that Paul has
had a long career working at IMI, CABI and now at Kew. Paul will likely guide us informally though
the week and be available to assist participants.

MAY 2014
SPRING WORKSHOP - STAINBOROUGH
Developing your fungal identification skills... A beginner's guide to ascomycetes.
Northern College, Stainborough, Yorkshire
16/05/2014 to 19/05/2014 (3 nights)
Tutor: Chris Yeates
Local Organiser: Carol Hobart
Venue website: www.northern.ac.uk
Our "Developing fungal identification skills" events have been extremely popular and oversubscribed.
They have concentrated mainly on Basidiomycetes and have been held in the autumn, in the Forest
of Dean. This year we are moving the venue north, and concentrating on the ascomycetes. The
small group will operate alongside our main meeting but will be independently run and tutored by
Chris Yeates who has kindly agreed to assist. Chris as some may know is very active on the Wild
about Britain Web site, guiding beginners and more experienced enthusiasts. These few days are
designed specifically for beginners or those who are less confident at handling ascomycetes. Some
Microscopes can be made available for use in this session. Limited places available to ensure
personal tuition.

Booking form and procedure
can be found on pages 14 and 15.
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AUGUST 2014
UPLAND MEETING - ULLAPOOL
Ullapool, Scotland
23/08/2014 to 30/08/2014 (7 nights)
Local Organiser: Prof Bruce Ing
Accommodation: Self-catering arranged by participants
There are hotels, B&B, self-catering from 1-10 people per unit and the youth hostel, so plenty for
everyone at all prices. The sites are numerous and varied; Bruce has an outline programme planned
which include pinewood (possibly native), Dryas, Helianthemum and Salix and a variety of limestone
grassland and mixed woodlands. A fine selection, and there are views to die for! Well worth the long
journey up. The Ullapool tourist board is at http://www.ullapool.com/ and Visit Scotland is at http://
www.visitscotland.com/info/services/ullapool-information-centre-p333161

SEPTEMBER 2014
OVERSEAS FORAY – DENMARK
Mols Laboratoriet, Jutland, Denmark
20/09/2014 to 27/09/2014 (7 nights)
Local Organisers: Thomas Laessøe, Jens Petersen
Venue Website: Mols Laboratoriet
Mols Laboratoriet belongs to Naturhistorisk Museum in Århus and is placed in beautiful scenery in
the middle of Mols Bjerge National Park and EU habitat 186 in the southern part of Djursland. The
area is about 150 ha and has some valuable nature types like heath, pasture, untouched hardwood
forest and grazed forest. There is a laboratory on site and basic microscopes are available.
Denmark has been visited once before in 1991. We are very fortunate to have as our local organisers
two of Europes most experienced mycologists .
Costs in Denmark are higher than those in UK and we have had to go for group self-catering option,
to keep the cost affordable, we are exploring catering options at present.

OCTOBER 2014
AUTUMN MEETING - GREGYNOG
University of Wales, Gregynog, Nr Newtown, Powys
18/10/2014 to 25/10/2014 (7 nights)
Tutor: Machiel Noordeloos
Local Organiser: Penny David
Gregynog, now a national nature reserve, was one of Montgomeryshire’s leading landed estates.
The Hall is surrounded by 750 acres of grounds containing many different landscapes including
Grade 1 listed formal gardens dating from the 1500's. Natural beech woodlands and Ancient Oaks,
300 years old or more which form the Great Wood, designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest
for its Lichens.
Dr Machiel Noordeloos, who recently retired from National Herbarium of the Netherlands, has kindly
agreed to be our tutor. Probably most well-known for his extensive work on the difficult genus
Entoloma he has however valuable expertise in the identification of most of the larger fungi.
For an overview of the reserve see Pat and Sue O'reilly's excellent site
www.first-nature.com/waleswildlife/e-nnr-gregynog.php
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Booking Procedure for Forays
and Workshops
The programme of events organised by the Foray
Sub-Committee appear on the Society’s web site
www.britmycolsoc.org.uk along with a booking form
which can be downloaded from the website. There is
a £20 non-refundable booking fee per person per
event which should be sent to the Foray Manager
with a completed booking form for each participant.
For some events it is possible to attend on a part
time basis or to be non resident. There will still be a
fee for workroom space, administration and tutoring
costs. The Society welcomes non-members to its
events but anyone with a keen interest in field
mycology can become a member of the Society.
(Joining the BMS costs less than attending one event
and taking Field Mycology which is included with
membership) BMS members and accompanying non
participants are entitled to a £20 reduction for each
event.

NOTES ON EVENTS
Workshops are usually held over a weekend, are
mainly indoors and combine lectures and
examination of prepared material from the workshop
tutor with individual study using both fresh and
herbarium fungal specimens as appropriate. A
microscope is essential. In some cases, some
outdoor foray activity may be part of the workshop.
Numbers are limited, usually to around 25
participants, and the courses are generally fully
booked.
Residential Forays have a long tradition extending
back to the 19th Century and provide an opportunity
for participants to study the fungi of a particular area.
The days will include a programme of field outings to
collect material to study after returning to the
workroom where investigations often continue late
into the evening or the early morning! Although there
is only a limited programme of formal lectures, if any,
the forays provide an opportunity for exchange of
knowledge on current developments in taxonomy
and conservation, and an intensive learning
environment for those with a serious interest (though
not necessarily extensive expertise) in fungal
identification. The records of fungi made during BMS
forays are added to the Fungal Records Database of
Britain and Ireland which is then made accessible
through the online NBN gateway. As part of this
recording activity, forays also provide an opportunity
to add herbarium specimens to the National
collections and the active participation by members
of the Kew Mycology Department, as well as other
herbaria, is a welcome part of the events. The
evening round-up sessions, in which the outstanding
finds of the day are viewed and discussed, conclude
each day’s activities.

At least six weeks before the event (depending on
the conditions imposed by the venue chosen), the
organiser will ask for payment in full. If you do not
pay this, then your place will be forfeited. Nearer the
event and after full payment, refunds will need to be
negotiated with the organiser, who may be able to
find a substitute; otherwise a refund may not be
possible. Participants should consider travel
insurance to cover late cancellation.
The Foray Manager will send your booking details to
the organisers of each event. Your booking will be
acknowledged by email. If you do not have an email
please enclose a stamped, addressed envelope if
you require acknowledgement. Please bear in mind
that some events have a limited number of places
and may become fully booked quite early.
The form also allows you to indicate your
preferences for accommodation in more detail. The
available accommodation varies with the venue and,
while we would like to try to meet everyone's
individual needs as far as possible, this may not
always be possible. Additional charges will usually
apply for e.g. single rooms or en suite facilities when
they are available. Please contact the Foray
Manager with any queries.

First time participants to a BMS event - The
Society is keen to encourage new participants with
an interest in fungi to extend their expertise and
participate in its forays and workshops including field
mycologists in affiliated local groups throughout the
British Isles. The organisers provide help and
encouragement to new or less experienced
attendees and are happy to be approached to
discuss your particular needs. The organisers are
keen to foster a friendly atmosphere to make it
possible for all participants whatever their level of
expertise to experience a friendly, informative and
enjoyable event.

The BMS small grant scheme is open to students
attending any field meeting and if you are eligible and
would like to apply please contact the Foray
Manager.
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Field Meetings 2014
*Please see more detailed information sheets before you book
SPRING WORKSHOP/ Foray Mon12-19th May. (7 nights)
Pyrenomycetes of Wetlands and Uplands A focused look at some fungi in specific habit types
Venue: residential Northern College, Wentworth Castle, Stainborough, Barnsley, S. Yorkshire
Tutor: Paul Cannon Local Organiser: Caroline Hobart
Cost: £330.00
(BMS members discount £30.00 off total price)

Single room

Yes/No

Shared room

Yes/No

I enclose £20.00
non refundable
deposit

Yes/No

Single room

Yes/No

Shared room
I enclose £20.00
non refundable
deposit

Yes/No
Yes/No

SPRING WORKSHOP Fri 16 - Mon 19th May. (3 nights)
Developing your fungal identification skills... A beginner's guide to ascomycetes.
Venue: residential Northern College, Wentworth Castle, Stainborough, Barnsley, S. Yorkshire
Tutor: Chris Yeates Local Organiser Caroline Hobart
Cost: £160.00
*Places to 10- 12 participants * early booking essential
(BMS members discount £30.00 off total price)*You may bring your own material to this workshop

Self catering

Upland Meeting 23rd August - 30th August 2014
Venue: Ullapool, Wester Ross, Scotland a self catering event (participants to arrange their own
accommodation).
Local organiser Prof. Bruce Ing
Cost: workroom fee only £80.00
(BMS members discount £30.00 off workroom fee) It is advisable that participants organise their
accommodation asap as places in Ullapool get booked up very early.

Overseas foray Denmark Sat 20 Sept -27th Sept 2014
Venue: residential Mols Laboratoriet Jutland, Denmark
Local Organisers: Thomas Laessǿe, Jens Petersen.
Cost Approx (not including flights) we expect costs at Mols lab will be approx £470 .00
(BMS members discount £30.00 off Mols lab fees)

Autumn Meeting Sat 18th October – Sat 25th October 2014 (7 nights)
Venue: residential University of Wales Gregynog, Nr Newtown, Powys
Tutor: Machiel Noordeloos Local Organiser: Penny David
Cost £460.00 * standard accommodation *
(BMS members discount £30.00 off total price)
PLEASE COMPLETE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH PARTICIPANT (BLOCK CAPITALS)

Name
Address

Self catering

I enclose £20.00
non refundable
deposit

Yes/No

Single room

Yes/No

Shared room

Yes/No

I enclose £20.00
non refundable
deposit
Single room (if possible)
Shared room
I enclose £20.00
non refundable
deposit
BMS member

Email

Yes/No
Yes/No
Yes/No

Yes/No

Regular Diet if not please stipulate type
Prepared to
share if necessary
Sharing with

Phone no

Yes/No

Ensuite if available
Collect from
Station

Yes/No

Yes/No
Yes/No

Other requests
I enclose £
non-refundable booking fee for each person per event booked and understand that full payment
is due when requested by the organiser. Usually no later than six weeks before the event. Please state total sum enclosed
Signed …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO BRITISH MYCOLOGICAL SOCIETY. Send Booking form and cheques to: Caroline Hobart, BMS Foray Manager, 84 Stafford Road, Sheffield, S2 2SF email foraymanager@tiscali.co.uk
Accompanying partners of BMS members are classed as BMS members. Early booking is essential for the organiser and wise for
events with limits on numbers. Full payment is required when advised by the organiser. Payments should be sent to the Foray
Manager NOT the organiser. It is suggested that those booking consider travel insurance to cover late cancellations. Deposits are non refundable and payments can only be refunded if a replacement is found.
Registered Charity No: 276503
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British Mycological Society
City View House
Union Street
Ardwick
Manchester M12 4JD

MycologistNews email:
mycologistnews@britmycolsoc.info
BMS Website
www.britmycolsoc.org.uk

Tel: +44 (0) 161 277 7638 / 7639
Fax: +44 (0) 161 277 7634
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