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BMS Council and Committee Members 2014 
 

President  Dr Geoff Robson 
Vice-President  Prof. Richard Fortey 
President Elect Prof Nick Read 
Treasurer Prof. Geoff M Gadd 
Secretary Position vacant 
Publications Officer Dr. Pieter van West 
International Initiatives Adviser Prof. Anthony J.Whalley 
Fungal Biology Research Committee representatives:  Dr Alex Brand; Prof Nick Read 
Fungal Education and Outreach Committee:  Dr. Kay Yeoman; Ali Ashby 
Field Mycology and Conservation:  Dr. Stuart Skeates, Carol Hobart (Acting) 

 
Fungal Biology Research Committee 

 
Prof. Nick Read (Chair) retiring 31.12.2016 
Dr. Pieter van West  retiring 31.12.2014 
Dr. Sue Crosthwaite retiring 31.12 2014 
Prof. Mick Tuite retiring 31.12.2014 
Dr. Alex Brand retiring 31.12.2015  
Prof Gero Steinberg retiring 31.12.2016  
Dr Geoff Robson retiring 31.12.2015 
 

Fungal Education and Outreach Committee 
 

Dr. Kay Yeoman (Chair & Higher Education)  retiring 31.12.2016  
Dr. Ali Ashby (Primary School Advisor)  retiring 31.12.2014 
Prof. Lynne Boddy (Media Relations)   retiring 31.12.2014 
Alan Williams (Secondary School Advisor)  retiring 31.12.2014 
Dr Elaine Bignell (Public Outreach)  retiring 31.12.2015 
Dr Bruce Langridge (Public Outreach)  retiring 31.12.2016  
Ninela Ivanova (Public Outreach)  retiring 31.12.2016  
Beverley Rhodes will be co-opted for Public Outreach    

 
Field Mycology and Conservation Committee 

 
Ms Carol Hobart (Acting Chair) retiring 31.12.2016 
Dr. Stuart Skeates (website) retiring 31.12.2014  
Mr David Harries (network coordinator) retiring 31.12.2015  
Mrs Dinah Griffin retiring 31.12.2014 
Mr Peter Smith retiring 31.12.2016 
Dr Martyn Ainsworth and Paul Kirk will be co-opted onto FMCC  
 

Contacts 
 
BMS Administrator   President: president@britmycolsoc.info 
British Mycological Society  Treasurer: treasurer@britmycolsoc.info 
City View House   Mycologist News: mycologistnews@britmycolsoc.info 
Union Street    BMS Administrator: Admin@britmycolsoc.info 
Manchester M12 4JD   BMS Membership: Membership@britmycolsoc.info 
 
Tel: +44(0) 161 277 7638 / 7639 
Fax: +44(0) 161 277 7634 

2014 BMS Council  
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From the Office  

Norman Porrett 
Administrator BMS Office 

  
Copy deadline for 
next issue: 

 

BMS Presidentôs message 2014 
 

Last year the Society was as active as ever, holding a 

full programme of field meetings and workshops, our 

annual scientific meeting at Cardiff University and our 

on-going support to individuals and organisations. Last 

year too saw the first UK Fungus day event held over 

the 12
th
 and 13

th
 October in which over 40 events run 

by various groups and organisations throughout the 

UK participated and for which there was a special 

newsletter covering the event earlier this year. We 

hope this will become a regular annual event and 

plans are already underway for the 2
nd
 UK Fungus day 

which will be on the 12
th
 October this year which we 

hope will be even bigger. This year the Society will 

also be strongly supporting the 10
th
 International 

Mycological Congress which is being held in Thailand 

and resources normally directed at our annual 

scientific meeting will be channelled toward the 

congress and I hope as many of you as possible are 

considering attending what promises to be a very large 

and interesting congress.  The Annual General 

Meeting of the Society will this year be held in 

conjunction with the Autumn Taxonomy meeting at the 

Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew on November 29
th
.  

 

Finally, Iôd like to end with some very good news 
for the Society. In issue one of the Newsletter last 
year, I wrote about the very real concerns over 
the financial future for the Society as the current 
publication contract with Elsevier began to come 
to an end. Led by our publications officer Pieter 
Van West along with myself, Treasurer Geoff 
Gadd and President elect Nick Read, with expert 
advice from our independent publications 
consultant, I am happy to report that we have 
resigned a new agreement with Elsevier under 
virtually identical financial arrangements that 
secure the future of the Society for the next 7 
years.  
 

I would just like to take the opportunity to thank 
all you who have so kindly given your time to 
serve the Society in so many ways and without 
whom we could not function. 

 

Geoff Robson (President) 
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BMS Spring Foray  

Darwin Lakes, Darley Dale, Derbyshire 

May 2013  

Being new to BMS events, huge anticipation and 
excitement was tempered with a little 
apprehension. It was easy to wonder if one might 
be overwhelmed.  Any worry was totally 
unnecessary! The immediate sense of 
camaraderie and community really put us at 
ease, and whilst there was a lot to learn, and 
keeping up was a challenge, it was a privilege to 
be surrounded by so many knowledgeable 
Mycologists. Everyone seemed so willing to 
share their time and expertise, as well as 
bouncing things off each other and effectively 
working as a team. 
 
The lab set up was amazing; microscopes were 
arranged around a series of large tables, so there 
was a constant exchange of material, literature 
and banter.  There were also some of the BMS 
microscopes available to use, which was a real 
treat. The all hours access to the lab and ability 
to manage our study time in the way that best 
suited us was really appreciated too, particularly 
by those night owls and early birds.  
 
The field trips covered a diverse range of sites, 
most of which were only a short distance away.  

A friendly car share ensures that there aren't too 
many vehicles roaming around the countryside, 
and means that those that have come to the 
event by public transport can visit all of the sites. 
The first days foray was around the Darwin 
Lakes site, where we had our accommodation 
and workroom for the week. At first appearances 
the scrubby woodland seemed bare, and it pretty 
much was of any of the larger fungi, but on closer 
inspection; pulling up stems of dead standing 
plants and pealing back leaf litter, a wide variety 
of micro fungi were present. 
 
Other sites visited during the week included 
Danes Hill Lakes, which provided a good 
selection of larger cup fungi, and inland dune 
system with a spread of Helvella sp, and areas of 
Carboniferous Limestone at Lathkilldale. One of 
our mid week visits was to Anston Stones where 
we were introduced to many different Rust fungi.  
As someone still relatively new to the BMS 
outings, it is a fantastic learning opportunity to be 
in the field with a group of people that have so 
much knowledge to share, and each with their 
own area of focus and the enthusiasm to help 
you to see it with them. 

Lathkilldate. Photo supplied by C Hobart. 
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The range of sites provided an eye opening 
taster of the range of spring fungi both macro 
and micro and the diversity associated with each 
habitat. 
 
As a relative novice to Microscopy, particularly 
the study of Ascomycetes, the lectures given by 
Dr Brian Spooner throughout the week were 
absolutely invaluable. They felt informal and 
unintimidating, yet imparted so much 
information.  The talks split the fungi and 
microscopy techniques down the lines of 
operculate and inoperculate species, and it was 
fantastic to have Brian working on the 'scope, 
and to be able to see first hand and live via the 
projector what he was doing, as he talked about 
it. Things that had seemed complicated or 
unclear in some of the literature were instantly 
illuminated when explained in a very laid back 
and down to earth way, and Brian was endlessly 
patient and happy to answer questions 
throughout, so no-one was ever left feeling like 
anything had gone over their heads. The 
seemingly spontaneous mini master classes in 
dissecting techniques were also incredibly 
welcome, and whilst it may be aspirational to 
attempt to achieve the 1 cell thick slices we were 
shown, it was a great boost to confidence when 
working with micro-fungi. 
 
There were two other short talks at the end of 
the week. Carol Hobart gave us a short 

introduction to the 
Hypogeous fungi, 
covering their ecology 
and taxonomy, how to 
look for them and 
references to 
literature sources to 
begin exploring them. 
Peter Smith then 
provided us with a 
slide show of great 
photographs of the 
fungal highlights of 
the weeks finds. 
 
This field trip has provided us both with some 
invaluable insights and experience that we can 
now use to further our exploration of the fungal 
kingdom. The warm welcome, the space to focus 
on the subject without interruptions, and the 
fantastic base of shared knowledge, make these 
field trips a must for anyone wanting to pursue 
the study of fungi. 
 
Thanks go to Dr Brian Spooner for willingly 
tutoring this workshop and to Marcus Yeo for 
volunteering to input all of the records. 
Approximately 600 records have been submitted 
to the FRDBI. 
 

Iona Fraser and Rich Wright  

Tom Hering photographing fungi .  
Photo supplied by C Hobart. 

 

Notice to Membership:  

 
The historical archive of the BMS Bulletin Journal is now available 
with your e-access membership. 
 
If you are a BMS Member with e-access membership you can now  
view the complete back catalogue of the BMS Bulletin Journals. Just 
login to your Science Direct account (http://www.sciencedirect.com/
bms) as normal and look up Bulletin. 


