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Pilobolus © Mike Crutchley
Introduction
After a mostly dry July, rainfall picked
up in August and September bringing the
quarter closer to the average for this time
of the year.

2015/2016 rainfall (mm.)

The fungal fruiting season, at least in
grassland and dunes, seems to be running
later than usual. Let’s hope for mild
weather in December!
Congratulations are due to PFRN member Mike Crutchley whose picture of the
dung fungus Pilobolus kleinii (see
above) has just been awarded a place in
the top 20 of the 2016 Nikon Small World
Contest.

Weather data courtesy of FSC, Orielton

Mike regularly enters this contest, but this is his best result so far. It is a particularly notable
achievement as most of the participants are based at institutions with the latest top-of-the-range (and
very expensive) microscopy equipment.
Highlight for this quarter was the visit by Dr. Slavomir Adamcik who kindly agreed to be the guest
specialist at our UK Fungus Day event at Orielton (see page 6). During and after this event, Slavomir
was able to add to his collection of Camarophyllopsis (Fan-vault) species and will no doubt add to
the UK species list once his work is completed.

David Harries, PFRN coordinator
(djh.somerton@gmail.com)

Tony Ivens

On 5th August Tony Ivens passed away suddenly at his home in Llanllwch near Carmarthen. He was
relatively young (aged 64) and had only enjoyed a short period of retirement. During this time he
worked as a volunteer in the National Botanic Garden of Wales and had recently developed an interest
in mycology as he owned 11 acres of woodland near his home. An extremely talented person who
pursued a variety of jobs and interests during his working life Tony, together with his daughter Emily,
began to concentrate on listing the variety of saprophytic fungi found in his woodland when he
retired. He regularly publicised his finds on the Carmarthenshire Fungi website and important
specimens were deposited at the Fungarium at Kew.
He was buried in his woodland on 20th August where over 60 family members, working colleagues
and friends attended a memorial Fungus Foray in his memory. He will be sadly missed by all.
RNS.

Fungus records

Inonotus hispidus (Shaggy bracket).
Inonotus hispidus is a conspicuous bracket-like fungus,
growing up to 25 cm across, which is relatively common
in the UK (The UK Fungus Records Database shows
1,599 records though only 3 from Pembrokeshire prior
to this year). The fungus can be found on a range of
hardwoods but is usually found on ash in the UK. This
year seems to be particularly productive: Holly Harries
reported a tree on our farm (near Hundleton) with this
fungus, further searching yielded a second example
nearby, and a few days later tree surgeon, Murray
Taylor, reported a third specimen near Pembroke School.
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The upper surface of young fruitbodies (pictured right) is
orange-brown and hairy. The underside is paler and covered
in pores. The fruitbodies turn black with age and remnants
may persist on or beneath the host tree for several months.
Spores are released from the pores and are larger than most
other Inonotus species. This, together with the presence of
hooked setae (thick-walled, hair-like structures) in the flesh,
helps to distinguish this species from other large brackets.
Hypocreopsis rhododendri (Hazel gloves)
Records continue to arrive for this Species of Conservation Concern. The
most recent collections were found at Stackpole (Robin Taylor and John
Steer) and Narberth (Trevor Theobald) and bring the total number of
Pembrokeshire sites where this species has been recorded to 11.
Maps reproduced from:
https://sites.google.com/site/atlantichazelgroup/home

Bacterial slime
Ray Wilkinson reported a case of bacterial wet wood or slime flux on an Elm tree at the end of his
drive. A check with some arboricultural websites, particularly the Penn State College of Agricultural
Sciences, suggests this condition affects a number of mature hardwood species, especially oak and
elm. It occurs when bacteria become established at the site of a crack or damage on the tree. The
bacterial slime oozing from the tree becomes colonised by yeast and other fungi and may develop a
strong smell.
Apparently the condition itself does not normally harm the tree - and in some cases may prove some
protection by inhibiting the growth of wood decay organisms.
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Bacterial slime oozing from the base on an Elm tree

Photos: © Ray Wilkinson

Lentinellus cochleatus
Mike Karpaty reported more woodland finds including Lentinellus
cochleatus (pictured right) from Minwear woods. Identification was
aided by a characteristic and overpowering smell of aniseed as
implied by the common name, Aniseed Cockleshell. This is only the
second Pembrokeshire record for this species, the first being from
Craig-y-Borion in 2007.
A return visit to Minwear netted Mike further interesting records
including Hydnum repandum (lower left), Leotia lubrica and a
particularly fine example of Fistulina hepatica (lower right).
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Chamaemyces fracidus
C. fracidus has a tricholomatoid shape and is
creamy-white in colour, typically up to 80 mm
in diameter. This collection was found in
grassland at Stackpole, but may also occur in
woodlands and parks. A helpful diagnostic
feature is the presence of brown droplets under
the cap.

And finally, one to look out for: Hohenbuehelia culmicola (a species of conservation concern)
H. culmicola is an oyster-shaped fungus which grows on sand dunes, typically appearing at the base
of clumps of Marram grass. Described as a small dark-fruited species, there has been some confusion
with a larger, brownish, oyster-shaped fungus found in similar situations. An anomaly which has been
highlighted by our Carmarthenshire colleague, Philip Jones, over a number of years.
A recent study by Martyn Ainsworth, RBG Kew, (Ainsworth, 2016) has combined DNA evidence
with morphological studies to clear up uncertainty about the identity of Hohenbuehelia species found
on dune systems and address Philip’s long term query. It now appears the brown species we treated
as Hohenbuehelia culmicola var macrospora should be known as Hohenbuehelia bonii and the name
H. culmicola reserved for dark greyish-brown to black, tomentose collections. H. bonii was recorded
at Freshwater East in 2012 (pictured below), but we have not so far found a collection of H. culmicola
in Pembrokeshire.

Reference: Ainsworth, A. M. et al (2016). Hohenbuehelia bonii sp. nov. and H. culmicola: two
pearls within the Marram Oyster. Field Mycology, 17(3).
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UKFD event - Orielton Field Study centre - Saturday 8th October 2016
A fairly dry period prior to the event meant fewer fungi were fruiting than usual for this time of the
year. In spite of this we had good support from our regular members and excellent weather in contrast
to the previous year's event.
This year we were extremely fortunate to
have Dr. Slavomir Adamcík as our guest
expert. Slavomir, a Senior Researcher at the
Slovak Academy of Sciences, is currently
visiting Aberystwyth University where he is
pursuing studies into certain groups of fungi
from the waxcap-grassland assemblage.
Slavomir (right) discussing a collection with
Gary Easton (photo: © Sharon Karpaty.
Just prior to the start of the event Slavomir
checked a patch of lawn which at first glance was unpromising due to excessive grass length - a
product of our warm and wet summer. However, he pulled a rabbit out of the hat with a collection of
Clavaria amoenoides - a rarely recorded species with just 6 UK records in the national database, 2 of
them in Pembrokeshire.

One section of broadleaved woodland proved especially rewarding: initially yielding several waxcap
species including the bitter tasting Hygrocybe mucronella. Slavomir was delighted to find a collection
of Fanvault fungi (Camarophyllopsis/Hodophilus species) which was the target group for his
research. He returned to the same spot later in the day and with diligent searching ended up with 7
collections probably representing 5 different species from the two genera. We can expect some very
interesting records for Orielton when the DNA sequences are evaluated and results published.
We extend our thanks to our hosts for welcoming the party and providing hot drinks and home made
biscuits at lunchtime, and are especially grateful to Slavomir for sharing his expertise with us.
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Lichen Apprentice Scheme - Ross Grisbrook
This is a scheme run by Plantlife Cymru and funded by Welsh Government. It began in May this year
and runs for two years. It offers a structured learning programme, including workshop and field
training days; specialist mentoring; home study; microscope sessions; a travelling herbarium*; email
and web-based support via ‘Lichens of Wales’ website; regional group work and partnership support.
*The travelling herbarium concept allows students to send labelled specimens of lichens to other
students, via their mentors, to test their ID skills and keep learning momentum up between workshops.

Photos © Ross Grisbrook
Top: The group inspecting Flavoparmelia caperata whilst on
a field trip to Stackpole.
In this case the lichen is growing directly on soil, when its
usual habitat is on tree trunks.
Left: Usnea articulata: a readily identifiable green/grey beard
lichen with straggly, hair-like, tangled, usually unattached
stems that can be up to a metre long, swollen at intervals to
create small green/grey sausage-like strings
This lichen is particularly susceptible to air pollution and one
of a number of considered to be of "principal importance for
conservation of biological diversity in Wales"
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Baeomyces rufus: with an amazing display
of fertility, i.e. the dark pink stalked apothecia growing from the scurfy green thallus.

There are 5 local groups of 4 apprentices
each in NW, NE, Mid, SW and SE Wales all
linked to local partnerships, sites and
facilities. The students are from varied
backgrounds.
Personally, I hope the
apprenticeship will enhance what I do in my
job, and contribute to better lichen
monitoring and recording locally.
CENNAD plays on Cen (Welsh for lichen), with Cennad meaning messenger/envoy. Lichens are
very much messengers, telling us about the quality of the environment, especially air quality.
For our southwest area, I would like to record my thanks to the wardens for the National Trust and
NRW at Stackpole for their support, Ray Woods as our scheme mentor and Robin Crump for his local
expertise and mentoring support.
Please find below contact details for the scheme. We would encourage everyone to visit Plantlife
Cymru’s website to see what else they do:
Tracey Lovering, Plantlife Cymru Lower Plants and Fungi Officer Wales/
Wales Plant Link Cymru (PLinC) Officer
Mobile: 07710 235706, Office: 01654 781225, website: www.plantlife.org.uk
Tracey.Lovering@plantlife.org.uk, Twitter - @PlantlifeCymru,
Facebook - www.facebook.com/Plantlife-Cymru
Plantlife Cymru Waxcap Project

Plantlife Cymru is developing a Wales-wide waxcap fungi project
which is scheduled to commence in Autumn 2017. Anita Daimond has
been appointed to develop the project and she will be submitting an
application for funding to the Heritage Lottery Fund in the spring. The
main emphasis of the project will be to develop the skills of people in
identifying waxcap fungi and good waxcap sites. The project will
include an apprenticeship training scheme, the development of waxcap
site assessment toolkits, education resources and a website. The project
will also include a number of different training opportunities linked to
using the resources alongside a programme of public engagement
events and activities.
Anita is currently firming up the detail of the project and would
welcome the opportunity to discuss ideas with individuals and
organisations that are interested in being involved in developing,
delivering or taking part in the project. She can be contacted by email
or telephone 07496 697236.
© Pembrokeshire Fungus Recording Network, Issue 4-2016, October 2016.
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