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Welcome to The Deceiver
Newsletter of the Sorby Fungus Group

I hope you are enjoying the High
Season of Fungi! My experience
has been a bit mixed, but by and
large we’ve had some lovely
weather to enjoy the great
outdoors.
Brian Mitchell and I are leading
a field meeting to Wheata Wood
on Saturday, 31st October, so
we’re hoping to see plenty of
you there. Details of 4 events in
November are included here. If
you are intending to use public
transport, you are probably
aware that SYPTE are making
some fairly significant changes
to services. I did a quick check of
the services to Fox House and
have amended details given by
Ziggy – but please check for
yourself before travelling!

We are re-instating Fungi Night
this year, this time in a more
central location and hope that
many of you will support it! We
are lucky enough to have
Patrick Harding giving us a talk
– many of you will know
Patrick and will have been
inspired by him over the years, his talk promises to be
informative and entertaining. It
would be helpful to know if you
are planning to attend, so we
can be sure to have enough
biscuits – please email us at
fungi@sorby.org.uk although it
is fine to just turn up on the
night. It’s not too late for offers
of items for the programme.
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Events in November

FRIDAY, 6 NOVEMBER. BURBAGE
VALLEY FUNGI WALK.
Leader - Michael Senkans (SCC Biodiversity
Monitoring Officer).
Meet at Fox House car park (SK266802) for
10.30am. From here we shall walk over to the
Burbage Valley (approximately a 20 minute
walk to the plantation). Come prepared for
rough and wet terrain. Sections of the former
plantation may be unsuitable for some,
though we’ll adapt the visit to match the
attendee’s abilities. If you intend to make a
morning of it, please bring some food and
drink. Public Transport: The 271 bus Leaves
Sheffield Interchange at 9.41, arriving at Fox
House for 10.20. Parking is usually available
along Hathersage Road, alternately National
Trust members can park for free in the
nearby Longshaw Estate (the car
park entrance is off Owler Bar Road /
SK266800).
For further details: contact Michael Senkans on (0114) 205 3618 / 07791 414867 or
Michael.senkans@sheffield.gov.uk
More details on P2.
SATURDAY, 7 NOVEMBER. FUNGUS
FORAY.
Leader - Paul Garland. Joint meeting with
Friends of Shirtcliffe Wood, Meet at 10am at
Schubert Bridge (Grid ref: SK 41997 85300).
This is on Beaver Hill Road, just below and
opposite the Fire Brigade Training Centre.
There is a bus stop nearby for the 52 bus, and
there is a small amount of car parking
available on the grass verge by the Shirtcliffe
Woods access gate. During this perennially
popular event, we will be hunting Fungi
across the northern slopes of Shirtcliffe
Woods, then through the Plantations by
theBridle Path and out into the Scrub.
Traditionally, we finish on the Edge – with a
bucket of collected specimens. A quarter of
an hour or so is then spent arguing over
identification – great fun! Pat Howells acts as
recorder, and sends the collated results to be
entered into the Database.

Burbage Valley Meeting - 6 Nov
A chance to explore and record fungi species within the Burbage
Valley. This will include an exploration of the former Burbage
Plantation. Over the last year or so, this dense conifer plantation has
been largely felled and replanted with native tree species. This will
be a golden opportunity to record in a changed habitat. Areas of
conifer woodland have been retained and contain species such as
Slippery Jack, Larch Bolete and the Blusher. During spring and early
summer this site holds large colonies of Bog Beacon. Dead wood is
plentiful and should provide ample material for softwood ‘rotters’.
Other habitats around the plantation include areas of unimproved
grassland, which in recent years have thrown up waxcaps, corals and
dung – loving species.

Recent Field Meetings
Bradfield Dale, 26 September
A very fruitful field meeting with a good
turnout of new and regular fungi
enthusiasts. We recorded over 50 woodland
and grassland fungi species. Many of the
main groups were represented: Amanita,
Boletus, Hygocybe, Entoloma, Russula,
Lactarius, Mycena, to name a few.

Beeley and Great Hollins
Wood, 30 September
A midweek outing which
was well attended. We
found a good range of
woodland species, including
Mycena pure var. rosea,
Helvella crispa, good
numbers of Amanita citrina,
a range of Russulas,
Lycoperdon pyriforme and a
good many brackets . The
smell of this Sulphur Knight
was unmistakeable!
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SUNDAY, 15 NOVEMBER. FUNGI WALK
AT ULLEY COUNTRY
PARK, ROTHERHAM.
Leader - Michael Senkans.
This is a fungus recording event not a
collecting one; 40 different species have been
recorded in previous years. The venue is
Ulley Country Park, Pleasley Road,
Aughton, Sheffield S26 3XL, starting at
11.00am to 12.30pm.
The Friends of Ulley are holding a Cafe Day
from 11.00am until 3.00pm so homemade
refreshments and drinks will be available for
a small charge.
For more information phone Paul Nash
01709 370797 or Barbara 01709 548858 or look
at the Friend's website
www.friendsofulley.com

THURSDAY, 26 NOVEMBER. FUNGI
NIGHT.
7:00 - 9:00 pm at the Friends' Meeting House.
Join us at The Friends’ Meeting House in
James Street, Hartshead in the city centre for
an evening of Fungal delight! Local Wildlife
legend and Fungi specialist Patrick Harding
has kindly agreed to talk to us – his working
title is Ramblings of an old Fun Guy, and
there will be other fungi related items on the
agenda, as well as tea and biscuits. Members
are invited to bring along specimens for
identification, and any fungi images and
anecdotes will be gratefully received.
Contact Chris (Group secretary)on 07885
770944 or fungi@sorby.org.uk with enquiries
or offers of items for the programme. As
always, all Sorby Members are cordially
invited to join us.

Glen Howe Park, 7 October
Another midweek outing, also well attended –
surprisingly as the weather was pretty dreadful, with
heavy rain making it a soggy affair and recording pretty
difficult. We were rewarded with sightings of spectacular
displays of puffing Stump Puffballs and gobsmacking
numbers of Honey Fungus on fallen trees.
Thank you to Roger Butterfield for the great image!

Another event this month was the Wardlow Haycop/Cressbrook Dale: Helianthum Mycorrhizal Fungi
and Waxcaps Workshop on 10 October . We’re hoping to hear more about this from Rob and Jim on
Fungi Night.

I’m indebted to Ken Gartside for providing a link
to a new-ish Fungi Forum. I’ve signed up and
had a look at it – it seems to be a useful and
supportive online community for anyone
interested in Fungi.

http://fungi.org.uk/viewforum.php?f=1

Please send any correspondence or items for inclusion in the next edition of The
Deceiver, to fungi@sorby.org.uk
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