MYCOLOGIST
NEWS

The newsletter of the
British Mycological Society
2015 (2)
Edited by Prof. Pieter van West and Dr Anpu Varghese

2015 BMS Council
BMS Council and Committee Members 2015
President
Vice-President
President Elect
Treasurer
General Secretary
Publications Officer
International Initiatives Adviser
Fungal Biology Research Committee representatives:
Fungal Education and Outreach Committee:
Field Mycology and Conservation:

Prof Nick Read
Prof. Richard Fortey
Position Vacant
Prof. Geoff M Gadd
Dr Geoff Robson
Prof Pieter van West
Prof. Anthony J.Whalley
Dr Alex Brand; Prof Neil Gow
Dr. Kay Yeoman; Ali Ashby
Carol Hobart, Peter Smith

Fungal Biology Research Committee
Dr Alex Brand (Chair)
Prof Gero Steinberg
Prof. Pieter van West
Dr. Simon Avery
Prof Janet Quinn
Prof. Neil Gow
Dr. Chris Thornton

retiring 31.12.2016
retiring 31.12.2016
retiring 31.12.2017
retiring 31.12.2017
retiring 31.12 2017
retiring 31.12.2017
retiring 31.12.2017
Fungal Education and Outreach Committee

Dr. Ali Ashby (Chair)
Dr. Kay Yeoman (Higher Education Advisor)
Dr Rebecca Hall (Academic Research Advisor)
Dr Eleanor Landy(Secondary School Advisor)
Dr Elaine Bignell (Research & Social Media Advisor)
Dr Bruce Langridge (Gardens, Museums Advisor)
Ninela Ivanova (Arts & Design Advisor)

retiring 31.12.2016
retiring 31.12.2016
retiring 31.12.2017
retiring 31.12.2017
retiring 31.12.2015
retiring 31.12.2016
retiring 31.12.2016

Beverley Rhodes will be co-opted for Public Outreach, Prof Lynne Boddy will be co-opted for
Media Relations and Jonathan Worton will be co-opted as Primary Schools Advisor.
Field Mycology and Conservation Committee
Ms Carol Hobart (Chair)
Mr David Harries (network coordinator)
Mr Marcus Yeo
Mr Peter Smith
Mr Martin Allison
Dr Paul Cannon
Dr Andy Taylor

retiring 31.12.2016
retiring 31.12.2015
retiring 31.12.2017
retiring 31.12.2017
retiring 31.12.2017
retiring 31.12.2017
retiring 31.12.2017

Dr Martyn Ainsworth, Dr Paul Kirk and Dr Stuart Skeates will be co-opted onto FMCC

Contacts
BMS Administrator
President:
Treasurer:
BMS Membership:
Mycologist News:

Admin@britmycolsoc.info
president@britmycolsoc.info
treasurer@britmycolsoc.info
Membership@britmycolsoc.info
mycologistnews@britmycolsoc.info

British Mycological Society, City View House, Union Street, Manchester. M12 4JD.
Tel: +44(0) 161 277 7638 Fax: +44(0) 161 277 7634
2

From the Office
Hello All,
Welcome to the 2nd issue of the
newsletter for 2015. The new BMS
President for 2015-16 Prof Nick Read has
contributed a short article introducing
himself to the BMS membership. The
BMS Main Scientific Meeting will take
place in Manchester from September 7th
to the 9th , with the theme the ‘Invasive
Fungus’. This will be a jointly organised
meeting by the BMS and the Society for
General Microbiology (SGM). Further
detail can be found on the BMS website
under the FBR section, Future Meetings.
The BMS Autumn Open Meeting date has
also been finalised for November 28th in
the Jodrell Laboratory at Kew Gardens.
Details of this can be found under the
FMC sub-section, BMS Open Meeting.
We hope to see you at either or both.
Best wishes for the coming summer,
The BMS Office Team
mycologistnews@britmycolsoc.info
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Prof Nick Read – BMS President 2015-2016
It is a great honour to be President of the British
Mycological Society and I am absolutely delighted
to be leading this highly esteemed organization until the end of 2016. The BMS is a national and international society, which has an extraordinary influence on the exciting world of fungal biology both in
the UK and across the world. This is realized
through its international annual conferences, national meetings, workshops, forays and other activities that are driven by the passionate and hard
work of BMS members. In this way, the BMS aims
to fulfil its primary mission of promoting fungal science in all of its guises. My role as the President is
to facilitate this process in every way possible.

Prof Nick Read

To give you a flavour of my mycological background, here are a few words about my mycological
career to date. The first 10 years of my academic
life from 1974 until 1984 were spent at the University of Bristol. I graduated with a First Class Honours
BSc Degree in Microbiology in 1977, and then
moved to the Botany Department where I obtained
my PhD in 1981. I then continued to work in the
same Department as a Postdoctoral Fellow before
uprooting from the west of England in 1985 to move
north of the border to the Botany Department at the
University of Edinburgh as a Lecturer in Mycology.

I remained in Edinburgh for 28 years up until 2013 during which time I joined the Institute of Cell
and Molecular Biology which subsequently evolved into the Institute of Cell Biology. I was promoted to a Reader in 1997 and then Professor of Fungal Cell Biology in 2005. In 2013 I migrated back
south of the border to the University of Manchester to take up a new position as Director of the
Manchester Fungal Infection Group in the Faculty of Medical and Human Sciences. Although I am
a fungal cell biologist I have worked in numerous mycological arenas including research covering
basic fungal biology, plant pathology, biotechnology and most recently medical mycology. I have
also taught courses covering virtually every aspect of fungal biology, and for many years led undergraduates on fungal forays in plant science field courses.
I joined the BMS when I started my PhD in 1977 and have been intimately involved in the Society
ever since. I have had several spells on Council, have sat on various committees, and have previously served as the Chair of the Publications Committee, Chair of the Fungal Biology Research
Committee, Vice-President and I am currently a Senior Editor of Fungal Biology Reviews. I have
also been involved in organizing numerous BMS conferences. The highlight of my fungal conference organization, however, was being the main organizer of the International Mycological Congress, which was held in Edinburgh in 2010 and hosted by the BMS. Another mycological milestone in my career, of which I am very proud, was to instigate the ‘From Another Kingdom: the
Amazing World of Fungi’ exhibition which was originally held at the Royal Botanic Gardens in Edinburgh and then moved to the National Botanic Garden of Wales where it still resides. This exhibition has been viewed by over a quarter of a million people and as such can be regarded as the
largest outreach experience in mycological history!
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So what are the key things that I will be focussing on during my BMS Presidency? The biggest
events that the BMS will be driving over the next two years are its annual BMS conferences and UK
Fungus Day. The annual meetings will have the wide reaching themes of ‘The Invasive Fungus’ in
Manchester in September this year and ‘The Dynamic Fungus’ in Exeter in September next year.
Both meetings will have stellar scientific programmes of high profile international speakers. Increasing emphasis at these meetings is put on providing young researchers - the future stars of fungal
biology - the opportunity to have the stage and present their exciting results. I will be contributing significantly to both meetings and particularly the one held in Manchester this year of which I am one of
the organizers.
The UK Fungus Day in October this year and next will be expanded from its previous format. It will
have a radically upgraded website and there has been a major push this year to significantly involve
academics in its activities. The UK Fungus Day presents the biggest opportunity for both academic
and non-academic mycologists to communicate their passion and enthusiasm for fungi to the general
public, teachers, university students and school pupils in numerous events and activities across the
UK. As such I foresee the UK Fungus Day becoming a flagship of the Society and I greatly look forward to giving a UK Fungus Day public lecture at a Café Scientifique meeting in Manchester.
The Society is in a healthy financial state and this has been reinforced by the successful negotiation
last year of a publishing contract with Elsevier which will provide the Society with £150,000 per year
for the next six years. This is the main source of revenue for the Society and funds most of its activities. It is very important that the BMS lives within its means and we will continue to rigorously assess
the cost-benefit of every financial outlay of the Society in order to make sure that we are spending
our funds appropriately and effectively. However, what we fund is continually changing and during
my Presidency we will carefully review our priorities in how to use our funds to maximise the costbenefit of the Society’s expenditure in promoting mycology in the best possible ways.
The Society has a very strong portfolio of journals (Fungal Biology, Fungal Ecology, Field Mycology
and Fungal Biology Reviews). These journals represent the most important means by which the Society is able to promote and disseminate mycological research worldwide. Scientific publishing is
presently undergoing big changes, particularly with the increase in Open Access publishing. During
my Presidency we will explore innovative publishing opportunities for the Society’s journals, which
will include carefully considering the possible inclusion of an Open Access journal to the BMS journal
portfolio.
Excellent communication between different interest groups in the Society and between the Society
and general public are crucial. However, another area which I will put considerable emphasis during
my presidential tenure is in the communication and integration of our activities with those of other
Societies with interests in fungal biology. These Societies include the Society for General Microbiology, the British Society for Plant Pathology, the British Society of Medical Mycology, and the Society
for Applied Microbiology. A major way in which we can communicate and cooperate with these Societies is by running joint meetings. A major advantage of this is that it significantly reduces the costs
of meeting organization by sharing these costs with a partner Society. It can also greatly facilitate
the basic mechanics of running a meeting, especially if one involves administrators from other Societies. 2015 will be the first year that we will jointly run our Annual Meeting with another Society, which
in this case will be the ‘The Invasive Fungus’ conference that we are organizing in collaboration with
the Society for General Microbiology. Another very important reason for working with other Societies
is that this will strongly help raise the profile of mycology in the eyes of the general public, politicians
and funding agencies. Over the next couple of years I will be actively communicating with the Presidents of other Societies with mycological interests as well as with the Society of Biology which acts
as an umbrella organization for British scientific societies and actively lobbies the government to promote UK science. These interactions will reinforce the national and international prominence that
mycology deserves.
I very much look forward to a productive and enjoyable two years as the BMS President. However, it
will only be through the immense enthusiastic help and support from you that I will be able to fulfil the
priorities of my Presidency and for that I will be extremely grateful.
Prof Nick Read - Professor of Fungal Cell Biology Manchester University
http://www.manchester.ac.uk/research/Nick.read/
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BMS Undergraduate Bursary Report
Investigating the role(s) of polymicrobial interactions in fungal infection
Project Student: Abigail Clark, Project Supervisor: Dr Rebecca Hall
Institute of Microbiology and Infection, University of Birmingham
Fungi are a major cause of nosocomial infections, with Candida species being the major cause of fungemia, particularly
in immunocompromised individuals. These microbes are
able to grow as biofilms and colonise not only mucosal surfaces in the body, but also implanted medical devices such as
indwelling catheters. These biofilms are not homogenous,
but are heterogeneous populations comprised of both fungi
and bacteria. These organisms interact with each other in
multiple ways including cell-cell signalling and direct cell-cell
interactions, which induce treatment complications. However the role(s) of these polymicrobial interactions in infection
are still unknown.
Preliminary data, supported by the BMS, had been obtained
confirming that the addition of exogenous bacterial signalling molecules to exponentially growing cultures impacts on
fungal host-pathogen interactions, most likely through the
modification of the fungal cell wall. My aim was to expand
on this knowledge by investigating the impact that growth
within a multi-species community has on the host-pathogen
interactions of C. albicans, through carrying out various assays and utilising research techniques in microbiology, cell
culture, immunology, and cell biology. I was interested in
exploring the relatively new field of quorum sensing in fungi,
to see the impact these extracellular quorum-sensing molecules (QSMs) have on the composition of the C. albicans cell
wall, and in turn how this affects the innate immune response in terms of phagocytic uptake.

Figure1. Abigail Clark introducing the public
to fungi at the “Life under a lens” pop-up
shop that took place as a promotion to the
British Science Festival in Birmingham 2014

Instead of focusing on individual exogenous QSMs secreted by specific microorganisms, I decided
to investigate how complex supernatants, from fungal and bacterial cultures impact on the cell
wall, and immune recognition of C. albicans. As these supernatants contain all metabolic byproducts, we believe that these conditions more closely resemble the conditions in a biofilm that
permit accumulation of metabolites. Using cell wall based assays I was able to show that supernatants from bacterial and fungal cultures induced modifications to the cell wall of C. albicans. These
cell wall alterations impacted on host-pathogen interactions, with phagocytic cell lines displaying
different rates of uptake across the tested conditions. These interesting observations will now
form the foundation of my undergraduate thesis, as I continue this research as part of my final
year project.
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BMS Undergraduate Bursary Report (Continued)
As part of Think Corner, a science outreach program run by the University of Birmingham, I
was able to participate in a pop-up shop exhibition dedicated to engaging with the general
public, and to share my enthusiasm for science and research. Interacting with members of
the public of all ages was a lot of fun, and being able to inspire both adults and children
about microbiology was an extremely rewarding experience.
None of this would have been possible without the 10 week summer studentship funded by
the British Mycology Society, which allowed me to get my first experience of scientific research within the Institute of Microbiology and Infection, at the University of Birmingham. I
would like to thank the BMS for this fantastic opportunity and hope that they continue to
award bursaries to many more young scientists to allow them to experience what I was
lucky enough to. I would also like to thank Dr Rebecca Hall for the all the patience and support she has given me as my project supervisor, and for the enthusiasm for fungal research
that she has passed on to me. My time working with all the members of the Host And Pathogen Interaction (HAPI) lab has been invaluable – I’ve met some inspiring new people, learnt
a great deal of both practical and analytical skills, and developed a passion for scientific research beyond anything I was expecting.

Figure 2. Phagocytosis of Candida albicans. J774.1A macrophages were infected with GFP expressing C. albicans that had been grown in different conditions. Macrophage associated C. albicans,
and phagocytosed C. albicans cells were distinguished by the addition of the macrophage impermeable dye calcofluor white (chitin binding), which stains C. albicans cell outside the macrophage
blue. Internalised (phagocytosed) cells are not stained by calcofluor white and remain green.
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BMS Undergraduate Bursary Report
Project Student: Svetlozara Chobanova , Project Supervisor: Prof Neil Gow
Project: Explorations of the role of fungal chitin and chitosan in immune recognition
Aberdeen Fungal Group, Institute of Medical Sciences, Aberdeen AB252ZD,
Chitin is the second most common polysaccharide found in nature after cellulose. It is a linear
polymer of β-(1,4)-linked N-acetylglucosamine
that is hydrogen bonded in antiparallel chains to
form robust and rigid microfibrils. Chitin’s
deacetylated derivative chitosan is less common
in nature, but is a common component of the cell
walls of some fungal species, such as Cryptococcus neoformans and zygomycete fungi.

Thus, by analyzing differences in the IL-1β stimulation by different fungal chitin and chitosan
isolates, it may be possible to explain, how these
very similar polysaccharides can have such a
different impact on cells of the immune system.
This information could potentially be used, to
develop strategies to enhance or suppress the
immune response during the course of infection.

Although the structural difference between these
polysaccharides is not striking, biochemically
they behave differently in their biological properties. The enzymatic modification of chitin by the
action of chitin deacetylases forms chitosan in
the cell wall of most fungi, and the degree of
acetylation, may contribute to the fungal ability to
interact and activate cells in the immune system.

To test our hypothesis, that the degree of acetylation influences the immune response elicited
by chitin and chitosan, purified fungal chitin and
chitosan samples were compared in several immunological screens. In order to obtain the materials needed, I extracted chitin and chitosan
from different fungal sources – in particular Mucor circinelloides and Cryptococcus neoformans,
since these species have high levels of chitosan
in their cell walls.

In the summer between my 3rd and 4th year at
the University of Aberdeen I undertook a project
to examine, how the degree of acetylation of
chitin and chitosan influences cells of the
immune system.

I also extracted chitin from Candida albicans -material that is almost 100% acetylated. In order
to analyze the properties of the obtained samples, several assays were carried out including
High-performance
liquid
chromatography
(HPLC) and acetylation/deacetylation assays.

The project relies on recent advances made by
Dr Jeanette Wagener in Professor Neil Gow’s
laboratory, who identified specific innate immune
receptors that can recognise chitin and further
the observation, that chitin and chitosan seem to
provoke different immune responses (Wagener
et al, 2014 PLoS Pathogens).

The presence of chitin and chitosan in the fungal
species studied, was also visualized and characterized by fluorescent microscopy. The differences between wild type cell walls and a range
of chitin/chitosan biosynthetic mutants generated
by gene deletion were easily distinguished, using
different staining methodologies.

Upon exposure, chitin is degraded by
mammalian chitinases, leading to the generation
of chitin particles that activate pattern-recogniton
receptors (PRRs) of myeloid cells (e.g.
macrophages, monocytes and neutrophils),
resulting in an increased secretion of the antiinflammatory cytokine IL-10. Moreover, polymorphisms in the discovered receptors of the chitin
recognition pathway have been shown by other
groups to predispose individuals to inflammatory
pathologies, such as asthma and Crohn’s
disease.
Chitosan has been shown to significantly activate of the NLRP3 inflammasome pathway,
which leads to an increased production of the
pro-inflammatory cytokine IL-1β by immune cells
(Bueter et al. 2011, J Biol Chem).

Figure 1: Ara Chobanova (rhs) and Dr Jeanette

Wagener (lhs)
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BMS Undergraduate Bursary Report (continued)
Project Student: Svetlozara Chobanova , Project Supervisor: Prof Neil Gow

Figure 2
Wheat germ agglutinin (light
blue) and Calcofluor White (dark
blue) staining of a yeast cell of
Cryptococcus neoformans.

Immunological properties of received chitin and
chitosan samples were tested by stimulation of
freshly isolated human blood monocytes after 24
hours. Supernatants of stimulated cells were
assayed for the secreted active form of IL-1β via
enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA)
and cell lysates were analysed for the non-active
IL-1b precursor via Immunoblot. As expected,
chitosan stimulated IL-1β secretion as well as
increased intracellular levels of the non-active IL1 β precursor, if compared to cells stimulated
with chitin, which only released small amounts of
IL-1β. Chitosan with a lower degree of acetylation was observed to induce a more pronounced
IL-1 β response.

The undergraduate bursary which I received
from the BMS allowed me to experience academic research. I had an opportunity to fully focus on my research project and gain a variety of
practical, intellectual and transferable skills,
which will be incredibly useful for my further
studies and eventually career.
During my lab experience I have gained experience of a variety of techniques in mycology and
immunology. Most importantly, I had the opportunity to learn from my own mistakes and to
begin to realize, that not everything works in a
textbook manner and that most of the time the
results may not quite match the expected predictions. The challenge is to investigate why
something unexpected occurs, what are the reasons behind the result and finally how would I
validate the results and frame new hypotheses.

Recent breakthroughs in Prof Gow’s laboratory
has shown that immune reactivity of chitin also
depends on particle size (Wagener, Gow, Alvarez et al. 2014) and have revealed a set of chitinbinding PRRs in myeloid cell required for IL-10
stimulation, that include the phagocytic Mannose
Receptor, the internal PRRs TLR9 and NOD2 .
These studies suggest that chitin could be used
to ameliorate inflammatory mediated damage to
the host. However this investigation is still in
progress, but the results from my project, substantially reinforces observations, that chitin and
chitosan play important and distinct roles in human fungal infections. Further investigations of
the immunological properties of these fungal cell
wall components on the immune system are

I would like to thank the British Mycological society for the giving me the chance to work on this
project. It is safe to say that my interest in Mycology and Fungal Immunology has increased
substantially and I would very much enjoy continuing my studies in those fields. I would also
like to thank Prof Neil Gow for providing me with
the opportunity to work in his lab and Dr
Wagener for her guidance, assistance and helpful advice during my time in the lab.
Svetlozara Chobanova
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Upland Foray, Ullapool 24-30 August 2014
Foray Report
Prof Richard Fortey
Bruce and Ellie Ing were our kindly
hosts in northwestern Scotland at a time
when the Scottish Referendum was
nearly upon us. This part of the British
Isles boasts the most spectacular mountain and coastal scenery just about anywhere, but the prospect is customarily
observed through a screen of rain. For
once, the weather during the foray week
was almost perfect, except for one wet
and windy day to remind us just how
lucky we were the rest of the time. Recent violent rainstorms had already
washed out several of our potential
sites. Forays were conducted up and
down the coast, where Bruce Ing was
able to secure permissions to collect from several estates to explore different habitats. It is worth
remembering that although Ullapool is far north the benign influence of the Gulf Stream keeps the
cold at bay, so it is in no wise Arctic. As for geology, the westerly part of the area is on Lewisian
metamorphic rocks, very ancient and poor in nutrients, producing an acid soil except where
‘sweetened’ by marine mollusk shells; to the east the Moine Schists tend to produce similarly poorly
drained ground. While between the two the famous Moine Thrust brings to the surface a sliver of
Durness Limestone which runs from Skye in the south to Durness in the north, producing locally calcareous terrain with its own flora and mycota.
A mature, but planted wooded area with both conifers and broadleaved trees, Lael Forest, was
first on the list on 24th of August. Andy Taylor was along to keep score of Cortinarius spp., which
here included C. triumphans, C. elatior and C. scaurus; with Amanita phalloides, Gomphidius maculatus and two unusual Russulas, R. brunneoviolacea and R. innocua, also added to the mycorrhizal
list. The morning was perhaps remarkable for the variety of truffles indentified by Caroline Hobart
(ascomycetes Tuber puberulum, and Hydnotrya cubispora and basidiomycetes Rhizopogon villosus,
Hymenogaster niveus) all making their most northerly appearance in Britain. Other ascomycetes
included ornamental species of Otidea, O. onotica, O. leporina and O. alutacea, and Microglossum
viride. The spectacularly narrow Corrieshalloch Gorge visited in the afternoon was perhaps most
notable for yielding the white form of Leccinum versipelle that misled several experienced mycologists, including the writer of this report, into identifying L. holopus until the microscopic differences
were confirmed.
25th of August saw many forayers walking along the riverside in Ullapool itself, where there was
still much evidence of the recent flooding, and the aero-aquatic Pseudaegerita viridis was recognized, as well as Bulbillomyces farinosus, a white resupinate species that enjoys periodic inundation. Truffle hunting under willows successfully revealed Hymenogaster hessei, and H. tener and
two small Tuber species, while standing alder was the host for the specialized resupinate Vuilleminia alni, a species confused in the past with the ubiquitous V. comedens. Above the flood level a
fairy ring of unusually robust Rhodocybe gemina was discovered in a grass verge. The afternoon
was spent sampling Strathain, a pleasant landscaped garden along a small burn, where Spathularia
flavida and Auriscalpium vulgare occurred on the ground in some profusion. More esoteric identifications of the rust Melampsora larici-populina on poplar, the powdery mildew Podosphaera amelanchieris (on Amelanchier) and the ascomycete Venturia macularis on aspen leaves kept the microscopes busy later in the day.
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Rhidorroch birch woods (26th of August) are a mossy stand of aging Betula pendula on an exposed
hillside, and to a Sassenach perhaps most remarkable for numbers of shining white Amanita virosa,
so rarely encountered in England, alongside A. muscaria and the other regular birch associates. To
reverse this picture, Sphaerobolus stellatus was also discovered in the wood, where it is usually as
rare as A. virosa in the south. The Cortinarius species encountered were probably more scientifically
important, as they included a first British record of C. brunneoaurantius, together with five more familiar species of that notoriously difficult genus. Those who spent the afternoon walking up Ullapool
Hill encountered small areas of limestone grassland, on the Durness outcrop, with Entoloma caesiotinctum and Hygrocybe calciphilum providing agaricoid proof of the different local ph.

The following day saw a visit to the Dundonnell gardens, a luscious subtropical estate sequestered
in a valley below the moors. Mature beeches, oaks and lime trees were a particular feature, together
with a walled garden full of exotic plants. Large numbers of Cantharellus cibarius decorated the
mossy banks. Notable boletes included Butyriboletus subappendiculatus and Caloboletus calopus.
On the Cortinarius front a stout Phlegmacium proved to be the second UK record of C. brunneoaurantius, a handsome golden brown species only named last year (Liimatainen et al. 2014). Caroline
Hobart discovered two ‘imported’ truffles under Eucalyptus: Descomyces albus and Hydnangium
carneum; Descomyces has travelled from Australia around the world on its host plant. The rust Puccinia buxi found on a box hedge is very common in England, but rare in Scotland, possibly because
box prefers calcareous soils, and there must be very few places where it is native.
The 28th of August was a day for relaxation. Some members of the party drove south to Inverewe to
walk around the renowned subtropical gardens: on the fungal front they were rewarded with finding
(among others) Inocybe stellatospora, Lactarius quieticolor and Suillus cavipes. The sunshine shone
on the latter species discovered by those who chose to explore the larch trees growing around Gruinard Bay near Ullapool; nearby, Leccinum cyanobasileucum was associated with birch.

The weather changed dramatically for a journey north to Inchnadamph on the following day: driving
rain and howling winds did not deter those hardy mycologists determined to see the stalked puffball
Tulostoma niveum in its British redoubt. This tiny species was discovered by Bruce Ing’s father-inlaw 25 years previously, and grows on tumbled blocks of Durness Limestone among mossy cushions: evidently a lime-lover. It is still growing well in the original site at Stroncrubie Crags where the
white surface of the spore sac (“snowy” – niveum) gives it away.
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Later in the day (when the rain eventually ceased) a new site for the species was discovered after a
walk to Tralligill nearby, again growing on limestone. The ‘upland foray’ label was justified by finding
the pretty white-flowered Dryas octopetala, often an inhabitant of mountaintops, and growing upon it
the ascomycete Isothea rhytismoides making reddish patches on the leaves. Hygrocybe calciphila
was found in the same site, as was the rarely recorded rust Puccinia septentrionalis on Persicaria
vivipara.

The final day saw some of the party taking off to explore dune grassland at Achnahaird, where comminuted seashells add some lime to the substrate. Several sand-loving fungi were found here, including Conocybe dunensis, along with Hygrocybe spp., H. conicioides being particularly abundant.
Hebeloma vaccinum var. cephalotes with its cheilocystidia with inflated, balloon-like tips is recorded
from the UK for the first time according to the FRDBI, although it has apparently been found before in
appropriate sites. Members who explored the area close to the coast around Rhue in the afternoon
were rewarded by finding the ergot Claviceps nigricans, growing on the spike rush Eleocharis
uniglumis, and the viscid earth tongue Geoglossum glutinosum nearby. The uncommon Russula
fuscorubroides was the last agaric added to the list.

We are indebted to Bruce and Ellie Ing for their hospitality in their ‘retirement’ environment. The
school in Ullapool provided ample accommodation for the microscopy, in return for which the group
was able to practice ‘outreach’ into the local community. The whole week was exceptionally enjoyable from both a scientific and environmental point of view.
K. Liimatainen, T. Niskanen, B. Dima, I. Kytövuori, J.F. Ammirati, T.G. Frøslev 2014.The largest type
study of Agaricales species to date: bringing identification and nomenclature of Phlegmacium
(Cortinarius) into the DNA era. Persoonia 33: 98-140.
All photographs in this article © Rob Foster
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BMS Autumn Foray, Gregynog, Powys, 18-25 Oct. 2014
Foray Report - Tom Hering
Gregynog House, near Newtown, is a
conference centre maintained by the
University of Wales, and it proved a
very hospitable venue for this event,
attended by about 40 members. The
house has a Victorian atmosphere inside, while the exterior has, in part, the
traditional black-and- white appearance
that is associated with the Welsh border country; though in this instance the
effect is achieved by painted concrete.
It was a bit disconcerting for us, on arrival, to find our designated workroom
occupied by a wedding reception, but
the staff were very efficient in getting it
cleared, so that we could have a full
day’s lab work on the Sunday.
We must thank all the staff for their general helpfulness, and for providing meals that were satisfying
in quantity and quality.
On the opening evening we had a well-illustrated talk by Ray Woods about the old county of Montgomeryshire (now swallowed by Powys), which was unfamiliar territory to most of us. And over the
next week we confirmed that it was as good as he said – very unspoilt and very green, with many
fine old trees, oaks and others. On the whole it was a cool week, with grey skies and ominouslooking clouds, but there was little actual rain, and on only one day did forayers get significantly wet.
The extensive grounds around Gregynog included much broadleaved woodland, and produced
some important records. Carol Hobart recorded the subterranean ascomycete Elaphomyces decipiens, new to Britain, and Alick Henrici found Leucoagaricus purpureolilacinus, Camarophyllopsis micaceus and five corticioid fungi, all of these new records for Wales. Lanymynach Hill – a site divided
between English and Welsh halves – was another productive site:- there was Cortinarius spilomeus
growing with rockrose (this combination has been seen in Ireland, but not previously in Britain); and
Clitocybe glareosa and Entoloma violaceoserrulatum, both new records for Britain.
While some of the other sites were not producing at their best, I am grateful to Alick for most of
the fungi named above, and also for two more records of very uncommon fungi:- Leucocortinarius
bulbiger at Roundton Hill, and Stropharia albonitens at Y Frochas. A definitive list is being prepared
by Richard Shotbolt, and no doubt will contain many more new records for the county and for Wales.
We were very fortunate to have Machiel Nordeloos as our guest. He made a great contribution to
‘Show and Tell’ sessions in the evenings, and helped us with our specimens of Entoloma, a genus
that some of us approach with fear and trembling.
This foray was the last of a series of events organised for the Society by Carol Hobart, and we
are all grateful to her for a very helpful series of workshops and forays, including visits to three
Mediterranean islands.
Tom Hering
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BMS Overseas Foray 2014

Mols Laboratoriet, Jutland, Denmark
Report - Mario Tortelli

Last evening at Mols Denmark
“You should have been here three weeks ago, it was fantastic then”.
I may have lost track of the number of times I have turned up to a field event only to hear this discouraging tale. Thus it was, after being greeted by this ominous phrase that we set off on our first
foray, with some trepidation. After only a couple of hours after settling in to our base at Moloestrada,
we were led to a nearby hillside. However, we needn’t have worried for despite the seemingly dry
unfavorable conditions, (we were after all in the middle of the driest September on record) within the
first half hour of our walk, we turned up more than forty species. Cortinarius violaceus, and large
collections of C.anserinus, and the aspen loving Tricholoma frondose, were some of the highlights
among many other Boletes, Russula and Amanitas.
At the same time a grassland group of colleagues were also gathering around a dozen wax caps.

Thomas Læssøe looking for Hygrocybe species at Mols.

Tom Hering and Mario Tortelli choosing their food.

The next day we were treated to a mind bending array of species not only on the highly productive
beech slopes of Arhus but also on the exhibition tables of the Eagle’s Nest, at an event laid on here
by the Danish Mycological Society. On display were a good number of Phlegmaciums, Boletes and
Russulas, including R.aurata. For many of us, the huge fruit bodies of Tricholoma robustum were a
first.
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BMS Overseas Foray 2014

Mols Laboratoriet, Jutland, Denmark
Report - Mario Tortelli (continued)
Under the excellent tutoring of Thomas Læssøe, and Jens H. Peterson, we able to view such interesting things as Otidea umbrina, Ramariopsis pulchella, Tyromyces wynnei, Hydropus subalpinus,
Camarophyllopsis atropuncta , Russula viscida Melanophyllum aimatospermum, plus the only know
Danish site for Lactarius aquizonatus: the list goes on and on.
Other memorable events from the trip include the sight of our very own truffle
hound, Lello, scratching eagerly through the top soil, turning up many subterranean treasures, the
sloping woods on clay soil slowly slipping into the sea creating the amazing spectacle of huge beech
trees gradually being ripped apart from the base, and by common consent, the biggest Boletus satanus anyone could ever remember seeing. A trip to an organic apple orchard, the wonderful food
and Danish hospitality, will also live long in the memory.
Mario Tortelli

Lello the truffle dog finds Truffles, with Anne Molia, Jens H. Petersen, Jens H. Petersen and Steen Elborne
Thomas Læssøe, Steen Elborne and Peter Smith in background.
at Eagles nest fungal exhibition

15

MiSAC THAI SCHOOLS MYCOLOGY COMPETITION 2015
Fungi and a healthy lifestyle

BMS SPONSORSHIP OF MYCOLOGY SCHOOLS COMPETITIONS OVERSEAS
In 2014, to coincide with the 10th International
Mycology Congress (IMC10) in Bangkok Thailand, BMS sponsored a schools mycology poster competition (entitled Helpful and Harmful
Fungi) in conjunction with the Microbiology in
Schools Advisory Committee (MiSAC) and the
Institute for the Promotion of Science and
Technology Teaching (IPST), part of the Thai
Ministry of Education. The BMS donated prize
money for competition winners and Margaret
Whalley (BMS member and Treasurer of
MiSAC) was responsible for expertise and organisational details based on the annual
MiSAC competitions and IPST carried out the
administration in Thailand.
The competition was regarded as a great success by the Ministry of Education, Thai schools
and participants and Congress delegates alike.
In order to promote interest and an awareness
of the importance of mycology, a subject not
taught in Thai schools, BMS has decided to
sponsor a second competition with the same
partners.
This year it coincides with the Asian Mycology Meeting to be held in Khon Kaen in July 2015. Entitled
Fungi and a Healthy Lifestyle, entrants will be required to produce a poster to advertise the many
ways fungi are used to promote health in both Eastern and Western cultures.
A number of mycological societies expressed especial interest in the competition at IMC10. Two
have followed up their interest; Taiwan is eager to promote mycology in their schools and have applied for a grant to set up the competition. Mycologists at the Chinese Academy of Sciences are eager to run a pilot scheme this year in Beijing schools and, as the representative of MiSAC, I shall be
advising and setting up the competition there. They have chosen the topic Helpful and Harmful Fungi.

Margaret. Whalley,
Chair of MiSAC
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BMS Small Grant Report
IUFRO Phytophthoras in forests and natural ecosystems conference in
Esquel, Argentina.
Richard O’Hanlon, Teagasc, Ireland.
The IUFRO working party on forest Phytophthoras has been meeting every 2 / 3 years since its inception in 1995. The meetings typically contain presentations on the cutting edge of Phytophthora
research from around the world. The 2014 meeting was no different, featuring topics from the genomic to landscape level and presenters from around the globe. The location of the conference is
often chosen to highlight a specific problem which a country/region is having with a Phytophthora
species. The choice to hold the meeting in the rustic city of Esquel, within the Patagonia region of
Argentina was largely influenced by the current epidemic in Chilean cedar (Austrocedrus chilensis)
forests, locally named “Mal del Cipres”. The causal agent Phytophthora austrocedri Gresl. & E.M.
Hansen is an introduced organism, and typically causes slow decline and death of the tree via root
infection and progression up the stem. The pathogen is moved at a local level by water, and by animal and human movement of soil. The devastation caused by the disease is widespread with declining and dead trees visible throughout our field trips (Fig. 1). The congress field trips visited many
sites where the disease is present, and field trip presentations explained how the disease progresses
and what actions the local scientists and land managers are taking to control disease spread. There
were also presentations from British researchers, as the disease has also been found causing death
of Juniper in Scotland and England.
The congress presentations dealt with many areas of Phytophthora research, and included
many of the currently ca. 150 named Phytophthora species spread across more than 100 presentations. Many new species were also described at the meeting, bringing the species richness of the
genus Phytophthora ever closer to the much cited estimate of 200 – 600 species hypothesised by
Prof. Clive Brasier. Phytophthora biodiversity surveys used both environmental sequencing and more
traditional baiting and isolation techniques. On a more philosophical note, the plenary speaker Prof.
Everett Hansen elaborated on the species concept and its applicability to the genus Phytophthora.
Inherent traits within Phytophthora such as the existence of hybrid species, and certain species behaving phenotypically different on different continents and hosts, makes the direct application of the
biological species concept to Phytophthora problematic. An emerging area of research that I find particularly interesting, and was evident in several of the presentations, is the work on epigenetic trait
inheritance. A simplified definition of epigenetic trait inheritance is “the study of changes in the regulation of gene activity that is not dependent on DNA sequence”. Those interested can find a useful
primer on epigenetics and virulence in Kasuga and Gizjen (2013) Trends in Microbiology, 21: 575582. At the conference, research on epigenetics and its expression in both host and pathogen were
detailed.
Work from the lab of Matteo Garbelotto at University of California, Berkley showed that the forest pathogen Phytophthora ramorum was more pathogenic when isolates were obtained from a sporulating host than from a “dead-end” host. From the host point of view, large scale glasshouse trials
carried out by Alejandro Solla and others at the University of Extremadura showed that seedlings
germinated from acorns taken from declining trees were less susceptible to Phytophthora cinnamomi
than acorns taken from non-declining trees.
Both of the latter presentations provided epigenetic processes as a possible explanation of the
patterns observed, and the application and testing of epigenetic trait inheritance in other pathosystems was encouraged.
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BMS Small Grant Report (Continued)

I presented work from my post-doc project detailing both the phenotypic characterisation of the
Irish population of P. ramorum and also results from epidemiological monitoring of P. ramorum in
Irish forests of Japanese larch. The main finding of the epidemiological results was that in Irish forests of Japanese larch, P. ramorum is mainly an aerially spread pathogen with soil playing a relatively minor part in disease spread. Many of the presentations on P. ramorum from Britain, California and Oregon agreed that the role of soil in spreading the disease is much less than previously
thought.
I appreciate the BMS small grant award to attend the IUFRO Phytophthora conference in Argentina. The trip provided excellent opportunities for networking and future collaborations with other
Phytophthora researchers, while allowing me to provide updates to the international community on
the P. ramorum research being conducted in Ireland. I look forward to the next meeting of this IUFRO group, planned for 2016/17 in Vietnam. www.rohanlon.org

Figure 1 Grey areas are Austrocedrus chilensis mortality due to Phytophthora austrocedri. Light
green areas are healthy A. chilensis and dark green areas are unaffected Nothofagus trees.
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North Somerset, Dean and Cotswold Fungus Groups
National Trust Tyntesfield Fungus Weekend

The event was jointly run by the North Somerset, Dean and Cotswold Fungus Groups with facilities
generously provided by NT Tyntesfield.
The weekend started with a Foray for Members of the NSBFG on Saturday morning. This and other
material from local sites provided samples for a Display in the Old Sawmill in the afternoon and all
day Sunday. The Display was open to anyone visiting Tyntesfield on those days and this encouraged a steady stream of visitors on both days. It eventually included over 100 species and also involved a stereo microscope which caused much excitement amongst the children when they were
shown Pilobolus growing on “poo”. Children were also excited to see the other various exhibits using a stereomicroscope. Experts were always on hand to identify fungi brought in by the public.
A public foray was held on Saturday afternoon and two more on Sunday, each being fully booked
and each attended by about twenty people.
Like many places, mid-October was not the normally best time for fruiting fungi, though three unusual species were found in good numbers: Marasmius bulliardii, Boletus bubalinus and Lactarius
subumbonatus – the latter species being new to the site.
NT Tyntesfield had organised all the publicity and the foray bookings. It was also advertised on the
Home page of the NSBFG website.
The Display included several BMS booklets and posters, and Pleurotus growing packs
Local activities clearly attract a good audience, but more National publicity would be useful to promote the importance of fungi to us all. Possibly something to bear in mind for UK Fungus Day 2015.
John Bailey
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South & West Wales fungus forum - May 2015

Mycology enthusiasts from
across Wales recently gathered
for a one-day event hosted at
the National Botanic Garden of
Wales (NBGW),Llanarthne,
Carmarthenshire.

The event was conceived by representatives from fungus groups and networks in south and west
Wales as an opportunity for networking between local enthusiasts, including a significant number
who were relatively new to field mycology. The programme provided an ideal opportunity to showcase the Kew “Lost and Found” project - with presentations from Paul Cannon and Brian Douglas.
Local contributions commenced with an enthusiastic opening address by the Director of NBGW, Rosie Plummer, followed by a summary of field mycology interests in the region from Philip Jones
(Carmarthenshire), David Harries (Pembrokeshire), Mark Steer (Glamorgan) and Gary Easton
(Ceredigion).
Ray Woods led the afternoon session with a presentation on the importance of fungal conservation,
illustrated with examples showing the desperately low profile fungal conservation actually holds
when it comes to national and international biodiversity programmes and initiatives. Ray then moved
on to talk about the “Rust Fungus Red Data List and Census Catalogue for Wales” which was published on the 1st April this year by Ray and his co-authors Nigel Stringer, Debbie Evans and Arthur
Chater, and funded by Natural Resources Wales.
The document will be periodically updated with the current version available for download on Gareth
Griffiths' waxcap website: www.aber.ac.uk/waxcap/links/index.shtml
[Woods, R.G., R.N. Stringer, D.A. Evans and A.O. Chater (2015). Rust Fungus Red List and Census
Catalogue for Wales.]
The launch of the RDL was complemented by a talk by Nigel Stringer covering the history of rust
recording in Carmarthenshire. An inspiring talk, interspersed with entertaining anecdotes and well
received by all.
During breaks in proceedings, participants had an opportunity to view a splendid exhibition of rust
photographs and a collection of fresh rust specimens assembled by Debbie Evans and her husband,
Eilir. Both had left North Wales at 4 o’clock in the morning to attend and their contribution to the day
was greatly appreciated by all those present.
Feedback on the event has been overwhelmingly positive with the suggestion that the event should
be held annually at the same venue.
The organisers extend their thanks to all who contributed, to NBGW for providing the facilities and to
the Kew L&F project for providing a grant towards the cost of the event.
David Harries (BMS Co-ordinator for Fungus Groups Network)
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The Natural History Museum - Big Nature Day
The British Mycological Society Report June 2015
The BMS were privileged to be asked to this
event. As a chance to open doors to people
who may be outside of science, it remains a very
powerful event to support as the Natural History
Museum is a high profile venue.
As individual organisations we would rarely entertain as many visitors as we had and as a collection
of natural history groups we get a chance to share what we do and help each other to face daily challenge to British Natural History. Mycology needs the best of the academic, volunteer and learning
community that we can muster.
This year the event was the largest to date with over 5000 visitors and 44 natural history groups.
Please refer to the response letter provided by Chris Raper at the end of this report.
Our exhibition had some valuable displays forming an attractive and informative backdrop including a
collection of different spore prints, a woodland floor with mycelium, BMS banners, a stream of excellent fungi photos and a birch tree. The visual material successfully provoked discussion and participation and encouraged membership opportunities.

Visual material provoked discussion and participation.
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The Natural History Museum - Big Nature Day
The British Mycological Society Report June 2015
continued
The team worked tirelessly through the day offering support to visitors asking about mycology in
schools, fungus forays, species identification, edible and non-edible, local groups and talking about
fungus science. Many visitors were drawn towards looking through the microscopes, listening to fungus anecdotes and of course creating a fly agaric under the birch tree. Red balloons became our ID
feature. The 200 spore kits were brilliant, as take away science packs, they allowed us to reinforce
the importance of protection, not by foraging but by growing edible fungi to cook and eat.
The goodie bags our visitors took away became an additional advertisement for the BMS around the
museum.
Who’s hiding?

A BIG Thank you for the skills, experience, resources and
valuable time of Ali Ashby, Penny Cullington, Stuart
Skeates, Andy Richards and Trevor Taylor on the day.
Apparently they all enjoyed it. Thanks also to Lynne Boddy
for her reel of quality photos. Thank you to Norman in the
office who made all the correct recommendations for my first
lead on this event.
Beverley Rhodes June 2015
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The Natural History Museum - Big Nature Day
Follow up letter from NHM event co-ordinator Chris Raper

Hi Beverley
Big Nature Day
Thanks for getting in touch ,
We’re actually in the process of collecting together the numbers from the day and trying to make
sensible conclusions from them. The last email that circulated said that the official figure was ‘over
5000’ visitors to BND but it has been complicated because there are many entrances to the museum
and the automatic counters (situated on doors and in the major corridors) might have registered the
same people twice – or not at all if they bypassed a counter.
I can comment on the number of exhibitors though – we had 44 groups which I categorise as either
‘external groups’ (which can also have some staff working on them) or ‘mainly staff’ displays. The
staff displays numbered 9 this year and included things like pond dipping in the garden and the
‘taxonomy station’ or ‘orchid observers’. So that leaves 35 external group displays, located mainly in
the big marquee but also a few in the atrium and the garden J I’m not 100% sure how many were
new but, off the top of my head I would estimate that at least 5 were new to the event.
The official objectives, from our side were:


To engage family, adult and amateur naturalist audiences with UK biodiversity and natural history.



To inspire and enable visitors to actively participate in natural history at, and following, the
event.



To support the UK naturalist community, a mixture of local groups & national organisations
and provide a networking opportunity between these and also with the public audience.



To build on the past success of this event with the aim of that this will become ‘a not to be
missed’ annual event in the minds of naturalists and engaged public and in time one of the
most significant naturalist fairs/shows in the UK



To showcase the Museums science & collections so that target audiences understand our relevance to major issues that are affecting biodiversity



To raise awareness of the NHM in particular the AMC and our facilities amongst existing naturalists and to promote the Museum to potential new naturalists

From the emails that have been circulating, I am sure that this was the most well-attended BND to
date and it has been receiving a lot of very positive feedback from both members of the public and
the exhibitors – with lots of calls to repeat it next year. I’m not sure that I can comment on our most
successful gain because I don’t think that we have metrics that could prove gains convincingly.
Our project managers have been very pleased with the event and they have talked to me about
wanting to put together a 5-year plan for BND so that we can continue to run it next year and many
years to come
Chris Raper NHM
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Foray and Workshop Booking Procedure
The programme of events arranged by the foray manager and approved by the Field Mycology Committee
appear on the Society’s web site
www.britmycolsoc.org.uk along with a booking form
and further details, these can be downloaded from
the website, prices shown now include the BMS members discount of £30.00, There is a non-refundable
booking fee £20.00 per person, per event which
should be sent to the Foray Manager with a completed booking form for each participant. For some
events it is possible to attend on a part time basis or
to be non resident (please enquire) a fee for workroom space, administration and tutoring costs will
then be applicable (BMS discount applies).
The Society welcomes non-members to its events but
they do not qualify for the BMS members discount
and are required to pay full fees. Anyone with a keen
interest in field mycology can become a member of
the Society. (Joining the BMS costs more or less the
same price as the additional non members cost, you
will then qualify for membership benefits and receive
the newsletter).
Increasingly venues are requiring 'payment in full' well
before the event, and payment will be due when stated on the booking form. The foray manager will remind you for payment at the appropriate time. If you
do not pay this, then your place will be forfeited. Participants should consider travel insurance to cover
late cancellation. Refunds may be possible, but only if
a substitute is found.

NOTES ON EVENTS
Workshops are mainly indoors and combine lectures
and examination of prepared material. The workshop
tutor will assist with individual study using both fresh
and dried fungal specimens as appropriate. A microscope is essential. In some cases, some outdoor foray
activity may be part of the workshop. Numbers are
very limited, and the courses are generally booked up
very quickly.
Residential Forays have a long tradition extending
back to the 19thCentury. They provide an opportunity
for participants to study the fungi of a particular area.
The days usually include a programme of field outings
to collect material which are then studied after returning to the workroom. Investigations often continue late into the evening or the early morning! These
forays provide an opportunity for exchange of
knowledge on current developments in taxonomy and
conservation, and an intensive learning environment
for those with a serious interest (though not necessarily extensive expertise) in fungal identification.
Occasionally there will be a formal lecture. The records of fungi made during BMS forays are added to
the Fungal Records Database of Britain and Ireland,
which is then made accessible through the online
NBN gateway. As part of this recording activity, forays
also provide an opportunity to add herbarium specimens to the National collections. Occasional participation by members of the Kew Mycology Department
adds to the expertise at these events. The evening
round-up sessions, in which the outstanding finds of
the day are viewed and discussed, conclude each
day’s activities.

Booking will be acknowledged by email. If you do not
have an email please enclose a stamped, addressed
envelope if you require acknowledgement. Please
bear in mind that some events are extremely popular
and have a limited number of places and may become First time participants to a BMS event - The Society is
fully booked quite early.
keen to encourage new participants with an interest
in fungi to extend their expertise by participating in its
The form also allows you to indicate your preferences forays and workshops. Field mycologists from affiliatfor accommodation in more detail. The available aced local groups throughout the British Isles are particcommodation varies with the venue and, whilst we
ularly welcome. The organisers provide help and enwould like to try to meet everyone's individual needs, couragement to new or less experienced attendees
this may not always be possible. Additional charges
and are happy to be approached to discuss your parwill usually apply for single rooms or en suite facilities ticular needs. The organisers are keen to foster a
depending on venue prices. Please contact the Foray friendly atmosphere to make it possible for all particiManager with any queries.
pants whatever their level of expertise to experience
a friendly, informative and enjoyable event.
The BMS small grant scheme is open to students
attending any field meeting and if you are eligible and
would like to apply please contact the Foray Manager. We look forward to seeing you!
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Field Meetings 2015
*Please see more detailed information sheets before you book
SPRING FORAY Sat 18th April to Sat 25th April (7 nights)
Venue: residential Preston Montford Field Studies Centre, Preston Montford, Shropshire
Tutor: To be arranged: Local Organiser: Peter Thompson
Cost Full Board incl. BMS member discount: Shared room £356 Single room £426
Workroom Only £50
(Non BMS members + £30.00)

2 X Workshops on Coprinus & related genera
Sat 30th May to Tue 2nd June (3 nights) & Wed 3rd June to Sat 5th June (3 nights)
Venue: residential: 1 Hazeldene Cottages, Parkend, Forest of Dean
Tutor: Derek Schafer Local Organiser: Peter Smith
Cost B&B: inc. BMS member discount:
Hazeldene Cottages B&B with shared rooms £120
Fountain Inn - Single room B&B & workroom at Hazeldene £165
Evening meals will be taken at the Fountain Inn and are not included in this booking
None BMS members + £15
*Please bring your own dried material and/or incubated dung to this workshop

Single room

I enclose £20.00 non
refundable deposit
Single room
at Fountains Inn

Yes/
No
Yes/
No
Yes/
No
Yes/
No

Shared room at
Hazeldene

Yes/
No

Shared room

Available for the
First Workshop
Available for the
Second Workshop

Yes/
No
Yes/
No

I enclose £20 nonRefundable deposit

Yes/
No

JUSTIN SMITH MEMORIAL FORAY Sat 19th Sep to Sat 26th Sep (7 nights)
Venue: Residential: Foxes Hotel, Minehead, Somerset
The Workroom will be at the nearby Beach Hotel
Tutor: Geoff Kibby: Local organisers: John & Doreen Bailey
Cost Full Board at the Foxes Hotel Shared room £405 (incl. BMS member discount):
Cost B&B Single room at The Beach Hotel and Dinner at Foxes Hotel £497 (incl. BMS member discount)
Cost: Workroom only £80
(Non BMS members + £30)

Shared room
Yes/
No

I enclose £20.00 nonrefundable deposit

Yes/
No

AUTUMN FORAY Sat 17th Oct to Sat 24th Oct (7 nights)
Venue: non residential workroom at: The Knockaloe Classroom, Knockaloe Farm, Patric , near Peel,
Isle of Man
Tutor: Eef Arnolds: Local Organiser: Liz Charter
Cost: Workroom Only: £50 (incl. BMS member discount - Non BMS members + £10)
Participants are to book their own B&B Accommodation in Peel as is not included in this booking.
Packed lunches and evening meals are to be purchased locally and are not included in this booking

I enclose £20.00 non
refundable deposit

Yes/
No

PLEASE COMPLETE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH PARTICIPANT (BLOCK CAPITALS)

BMS member Yes/ No

Name
Address

Regular Diet,
if not please stipulate type
Prepared to share if
necessary
Sharing with

Yes/No

Phone no

Ensuite if available

Yes/No

Email

Collect from Station

Yes/No

Other requests
I enclose £ ………... non-refundable booking fee for each person per event booked and understand that full payment is due
when requested by the organiser. Usually no later than six weeks before the event. Please state total sum enclosed
Signed …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO BRITISH MYCOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

Send Booking form and cheques to: Peter Smith, BMS Foray Manager, 16 White Street, Derby DE22 1HA email: xerula@ntlworld.com
Accompanying partners of BMS members are classed as BMS members. Early booking is essential for the organiser and wise for events with
limits on numbers. Full payment is required when advised by the organiser. Payments should be sent to the Foray Manager NOT the organiser.
It is suggested that those booking consider travel insurance to cover late cancellations. Deposits are non refundable and payments can
only be refunded if a replacement is found.
Registered Charity No: 276503
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BMS 2015
BMS Justin Smith Memorial Foray
BMS Justin Smith Memorial Foray
Foxes Hotel, Minehead
19/9/2015 - 26/9/2015 All Day
Guest Tutor: Geoffrey Kibby
Local organisers: John and Doreen Bailey
Accommodation: Full Board at the Foxes Hotel, Minehead Foxes Hotel
Workroom: -The Beach Hotel Minehead The Beach Hotel
This foray is being held in memory of Justin Smith (1967 - 2014) As a very knowledgeable and
enthusiastic mycologist, Justin had proposed this foray and had been busy planning the sites to visit
before his sudden death on 3rd March 2014 which left all who knew him so shocked and saddened.
Justin had proposed our residential venue the Foxes Hotel which is a registered charity hotel giving
work to people with disabilities. The workroom however, will be in the nearby Beach Hotel.
There are some excellent damp woodlands in the Exmoor area and within easy reach of
Minehead. Many are known for their rich Lichen flora with many rare Lichens recorded, but little
studied for fungi. We are also interested to see how the fungal communities of the west of Somerset
differ from those of the west of Scotland as recorded on the 2014 foray to Ulapool.
Geoffrey Kibby is our resident tutor for the week. Geoffrey has studied fungi for over 35 years in
Britain, Europe, North America and parts of the tropics. He is the author and illustrator of some eight
books and field guides to British and American Fungi and is senior editor of Field Mycology. A
teacher and lecturer, he has taught amateurs, professionals and medical students about fungi in
Europe and America and led forays and field trips in many parts of the world.
The event will follow our normal pattern of taking a packed lunch and visiting sites in the morning
and early afternoon and then returning to the workroom in late afternoon to spend time studying our
collections with our microscopes and taxonomic literature.
These forays are suitable for mycologists at all levels of ability. They provide an excellent
opportunity for exchange of knowledge on current developments in taxonomy and conservation
within an informal learning environment. There is also an opportunity for the less experienced
mycologist to learn from their more experiences colleagues. Usually the guest tutor or another
knowledgeable mycologist may sometimes give a presentation and they will usually organise an
evening round-up session, in which the outstanding finds of the day are viewed and discussed.
This is then often followed by further cordial discussions in the lounge or bar areas
The records of fungi made during BMS forays are added to the Fungal Records Database of Britain
and Ireland (FRDBI) which is also made accessible through the online NBN gateway.
Participants should bring any relevant literature and their own microscopes. Whilst the organisers
will endeavour to keep forayer's equipment as safe as is practicable, the society cannot be held
accountable for any loss or damage; therefore it is advised that participants ensure that all
equipment they bring is adequately insured.
Cost:
£405 for 7 nights Shared accommodation - Full Board (including BMS member discount)
£497 for 7 nights Single accommodation B&B at the Beach Hotel and Evening meal at Foxes Hotel (including BMS member discount)
Non BMS members + £30

Booking procedure and form
can be found on pages 24 and 25
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BMS 2015
Autumn Forays
Justin Smith Memorial Foray
Date: 19th September to 26th September
Venue - Accommodation: Full Board at The Foxed Hotel Minehead
Venue – Workroom -The Beach Hotel Minehead.
Local Organisers: John & Doreen Bailey
Guest Tutor: Geoff Kibby

This foray is being held in memory of Justin Smith (1967 - 2014) As a very knowledgeable and enthusiastic
mycologist, Justin had proposed this foray and had been busy planning the sites to visit before his sudden
death on 3rd March 2014 which left all who knew him so shocked and saddened.
Justin had proposed our residential venue the Foxes Inn which is a registered charity hotel giving work to
people with disabilities. The workroom however, will be in the nearby Beach Hotel.
There are some excellent damp woodlands in the Exmoor area and within easy reach of Minehead. Many are
known for their rich Lichen flora with many rare Lichens recorded, but little studied for fungi. We are also
interested to see how the fungal communities of the west of Somerset differ from those of the west of Scotland as recorded on the 2014 foray to Ulapool.
Geoffrey Kibby is our resident tutor for the week. Geoffrey has studied fungi for over 35 years in Britain,
Europe, North America and parts of the tropics. He is the author and illustrator of some eight books and field
guides to British and American Fungi and is senior editor of Field Mycology. A teacher and lecturer, he has
taught amateurs, professionals and medical students about fungi in Europe and America and led forays and
field trips in many parts of the world.
The event will follow our normal pattern of taking a packed lunch and visiting sites in the morning and early
afternoon and then returning to the workroom in late afternoon to spend time studying our collections with
our microscopes and taxonomic literature.
Participants should bring any relevant literature and their own microscopes. Whilst the organisers will endeavour to keep forayer's equipment as safe as is practicable, the society cannot be held accountable for any loss or
damage; therefore it is advised that participants ensure that all equipment they bring is adequately insured.
Autumn Foray
Date: 17th October to 24th October
Venue: Workroom: DEFA HQ Training Room, Thie Slieau Whallian, St John’s Near Peel, Isle of Man
Accommodation: Self Book B&B in Peel. Evening meals at local restaurants
Local Organiser: Liz Charter
Guest Tutor: Eef Arnolds.

This is the first Autumn foray for the BMS on the Isle of Man since 1976 although there was a spring foray in
1994. The island is unique not only in having its own parliament (the Tynwald) but also in having many different habitats in a small area. In the North of the island there are some interesting and notable habitats: soft low
sandy cliffs, yellow and grey sand flats and dune complexes. Drumlin hill formations form a lichen heath complex. To the west Ballaugh Curragh and Cranstal basin in the East are sites of dried out post-glacial lakes that
hold wet carr semi-fen and bog dominated by dwarf Willow. To the east there are several sheltered damp ravines of relic ancient woodland where stream tumble to the sea and also more recent woodland plantations that
are surprisingly rich in fungi. While the unimproved grassland of the lower mountain slopes supports a good
range of grassland fungi.
The Isle of Man Fungus Group was formed in 2013 and has several keen and active members who are looking
forward to our visit. Our Guest Tutor Eef Arnolds studied biology at the University of Utrecht and became a
research assistant at the University of Wageningen . In 1981, his doctorate dissertation was on 'The Ecology
and Coenology of Macrofungi in Grasslands and Moist Heathlands' From 1990 to 1998 he was Director of the
Biological Station at Wijster. After his retirement in 1998 he has worked on several research projects related to
fungi. In addition, he has dealt intensively with the care and development of new small nature reserves in the
vicinity of his house. He is an active member of the Netherlands Mycological society and he has chaired the
'European Council for the Conservation of Fungi and is a regular guest speaker and international mycological
conferences.
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UK FUNGUS DAY
11th October 2015

Thinking of organising an event for this year’s
UK Fungus Day?
Get in touch!
ukfungusday@britmycolsoc.info
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BMS/SGM Main Scientific Meeting 2015
The Deadline for Abstract Submission is July 17th 2015
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taken in the
Palatina region, Germany,
reproduced by kind permission.

British Mycological Society
City View House
Union Street
Ardwick
Manchester M12 4JD
Tel: +44 (0) 161 277 7638
Fax: +44 (0) 161 277 7634

Mycologist News
Email: mycologistnews@britmycolsoc.info
BMS Website: www.britmycolsoc.org.uk
30

