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From the Office
Hello and Welcome to the last
issue of the BMS newsletter for
2012.
The past year has been a full and eventful one.
The BMS forays and workshops were all wellattended as was the main Scientific Meeting for
2012 in Alicante. Next year looks to be just as
busy, with the main BMS Scientific Meeting in
Cardiff in September (including the BMS AGM)
and the workshops in the Forest of Dean and
Matlock. Booking early for the workshops would
be advisable as places are limited.
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There have been mixed reports about the
availability of fungi fruiting bodies given the
weather conditions experienced recently, and
BMS 2013 Foray & Workshop programme
p14
the appearance of the Chalara fraxinea fungus
on Ash Trees across the Country hasn’t been
the best publicity for fungi. That said, appearances by BMS members such as Prof Lynne Boddy,
have certainly raised the profile of fungi in the popular media across radio, TV and online. From the
Radio 4 programme series Fungi: The Fifth Kingdom, to appearances on BBC1’s One Show and the
BBC Nature website: http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/life/Fungus, fungi have rarely been so well
represented. This momentum needs to be maintained in 2013 and as ever, we’re always looking for
features and stories we may have missed, or not covered, concerning fungi and the whole gamut of
mycological enterprise happening across the UK and beyond.
Here at the BMS office, we hope you all have a wonderful Christmas and a very happy New Year,
and look forward to even greater things in 2013, with your help and support, continuing to promote
fungal science in all its incredible diversity.
Seasons Best to everyone,
BMS Office Team.

Norman Porrett
Administrator BMS Office

Sophie Embleton
Field Mycology Assistant

Copy deadline for next issue: 31 January 2013
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Cambridge University Secrets of the plant kingdom uncovered after
over a century in storage
The relocation of the Herbarium’s one million pressed and
dried plants to their new home in the University’s state-of-theart Sainsbury Laboratory is turning up hundreds of unique
specimens never seen since their collection centuries ago.

invasive ‘alien’ plants, to the measurement of
biodiversity changes over time.
Six years ago, Bartram, under the Directorship of
Professor John Parker, began the enormous task of
digitally cataloguing the Herbarium’s one million
specimens, a programme that is revealing for the
first time the full extent of its botanical treasures.
Her work will make these accessible to a global
audience and allow current and future generations
of scientists to unlock new secrets about the plant
kingdom. An online resource with high resolution
images of the plants collected by Darwin during the
Beagle Voyage, from 1831 to 1836, is available at:
www.darwinsbeagleplants.org.

“I was going through a box labelled in 1950 ‘to be
sorted’. Inside it, wrapped in a newspaper from
1828, I found fungi and seaweed collected by
Charles Darwin on the Beagle Voyage in South
America during 1832 and 1833. And in a brown
paper bag, I discovered plant specimens collected
by C.G.Seligmann, doctor on the 1898 Cambridge
Anthropological Expedition to the Torres Strait
Islands”.
Sent to Cambridge for the University Herbarium’s
scientific collection of pressed plants from around
the world, these were stored away and have never
been looked at since. Chief Technician Christine
Bartram is making remarkable finds on a weekly
basis as she sorts through the entire collection
following its relocation to the University’s Sainsbury
Laboratory.

Darwin’s are just some of the unique specimens that
Bartram has rediscovered in the process of sorting
and relocating the priceless collection to its new
home. Recent finds include Thelypteris gardneri
(Holttum) Panigrahi, a fern once endemic to Sri
Lanka but now extinct, and the only known
specimen of the Brazilian fungus Allantula diffusa in
existence. “There are probably thousands of plants
we have no idea are in the collection,” said Bartram.
“Digitisation will make it so much easier for
specialists across the world to identify these plants.”
The Sainsbury Laboratory, whose construction was
funded by an £82 million donation from the Gatsby
Charitable Foundation, opened in 2011 and
provides state-of-the-art research facilities for the
molecular and genetic study of plant development.
The Herbarium’s new location within the Laboratory
creates a unique working environment in which the
past will inform the future.

Such specimens, in conjunction with their
accompanying field notes, hold fascinating, often
unique information that can shed new light on plant
evolution and, through analysis of their DNA, help to
rediscover lost plant genes that may code for
valuable attributes.
They are also providing a tantalising new insight into
the ways local cultures, such as those in the Torres
Straits and Papua New Guinea, used their
indigenous plants as medicines, in hunting, and
even as love potions. Such traditional knowledge,
holding the promise of future products and
therapies, may otherwise have disappeared forever
along with the loss of local languages.

Experts estimate that of the 70,000 flowering plants
believed yet to be described, up to half of them will
have been collected decades ago and filed away
uncatalogued in herbaria. “It is vital to unlock this
information as quickly as possible” said Bartram, “as
historic collections of this nature have the potential
to be of equal importance to new botanical studies
in the field.”
CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY
PUBLISHED September 26, 2012

The Herbarium’s collection dates back 300 years,
yet only a fraction of it has been catalogued in
digital form, a practice that has only recently begun
at herbaria across the world. Originally created for
the study of plant taxonomy – the naming and
classification of plants – in the past 20 years
herbaria have undergone a revival as their
specimens have been recognised as a valuable
source of genetic material.

Use the link below to see this article and a short film
featuring the discoveries.
http://www.cam.ac.uk/research/news/new-secretsof-the-plant-kingdom-uncovered-after-centuries-instorage/

By extraction and analysis of their DNA, they are
now informing studies of contemporary issues, from
the effects of climate change on the spread of
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SAVE THE DATE 13/10/13
National Fungus Day 2013
Following on from the success of the Welsh Fungus Day this October (2012) it has been proposed
that a National Fungus Day be organised for 2013. The favoured date is 13th October. We are
wanting get many organisations involved beyond the various membership parts of the BMS (local
groups, academic experts, outreach members), for example to encourage local wildlife trusts, local
museums, children’s watch groups etc along with national bodies.
Further details will follow over the coming months on how you/your organisation/group can be
involved, please keep an eye on the BMS website (www.britmycolsoc.org.uk) alternatively you can
register your interest by emailing sophie@britmycolsoc.info and provide your preferred contact email
address and she will email you as and when further information is released.
For now, put the date in your diary.

2013 will bring with it a new
BMS Regional Network Co-ordinator
'Well, my four years as
Co-ordinator has now come to
an end. I have enjoyed working
with all the affiliated group
leaders having been part of the
community for many years
now. Liz [Holden] was a hard
act to follow and I hope I
have succeeded in continuing
at least some of her good work over these past
few years. Although the Group Leaders
Meetings are always a lot of work to organise,
both this year in Hereford and two years ago at
Alston Hall, were very useful and enjoyable
from my point of view; so I hope they were for

you all too. I would like to take this opportunity
to thank Liz for her help and advice, particularly
when I first took over, and Sophie Embleton of
course who has been a very helpful link to the
BMS office and has sorted out all the affiliation
and insurance for the groups.

Before I introduce myself as
your new BMSRN
Co-ordinator, I would like to
thank Sheila for her
dedication and hard work
over the last four years,
especially in relation to the
very successful Group
Leaders' meetings. I am most grateful for the
advice and guidance offered during the
changeover (though not so sure about the
boxes of paperwork!).

My personal interest is focussed on grassland
species and dune fungi. No doubt influenced by
the fact that my wife and I run a small farm, and
we live only a few miles from the coast. For
much of the time fungi associated with
woodland remain a bit of a mystery to me - but
I'm always happy to explore new avenues when
the opportunity arises.

I now leave you in the capable and safe hands
of David Harries who we voted in at the last
GLM and I leave David to introduce himself to
you more fully now. Best wishes to you all, I
hope to meet you again soon but for the
meantime I wish David best of luck, I am sure
he will look after you well.’
Sheila Spence

I have participated in the last four biennial
Group Leaders' meetings and found them
extremely helpful and interesting - I especially
value the contacts made at these meetings and
the access they grant to a pool of considerable
knowledge and expertise. I look forward to
keeping in regular contact with members of the
BMS group network and helping to strengthen
the links between the field mycology community
and the BMS.
David Harries

I guess I am a relative newcomer on the scene,
having been seriously involved in fungus
recording for about ten years. With the help of
some enthusiastic colleagues I have been
running a fungus recording network in
Pembrokeshire since 2005.
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2012 Fungus Foray Round Up Over to our Affiliated Groups to tell us how 2012 has
fruited for them…

N

ORTH WEST FUNGUS GROUP

It’s been a reasonable if not vintage year for the NWFG:
too wet and (at times) chilly for many fungi but we still had
some excellent forays. The year starts with our AGM,
which is quite a social occasion with lunch, a short foray and a talk
from our beloved president (Bruce Ing). We agreed then to apply for
charitable status so that we could claim gift aid (still ongoing). Forays
are from March to November, two being specially for beginners, and a
highlight is our residential foray at Keswick – another great social
occasion and with lots of help for beginners. There was a microscopy
workshop for beginners in August and it’s very encouraging that quite
a few members are now making real progress here. For anyone
interested in joining us on forays etc. the programme of activities is on Display table and people on the Keswick
our website (just put NWFG into Google).
residential foray. Photograph © I Ridge
The area we cover – from Cheshire to Cumbria - is a problem and it’s quite common
to have 1 to 2 hours travel to a foray – despite our abundant motorways. Even so,
those on the periphery can feel rather neglected. The Newsletter (twice yearly, now
in colour and especially good this year) and the e-mail group help to keep people
informed and involved and provide something for all those who don’t manage to
come on forays. But forays and recording are at the heart of our activities and we
don’t half enjoy ourselves doing it – usually: pouring rain and howling wind can
dampen enthusiasm at times.

Photographers on a foray.
Photograph © I Ridge

G

I think it works as well as it does partly because there are enthusiastic members
who regularly attend forays and partly – especially — because we have a committee
where everybody has a job and the workload doesn’t fall on just one or two people.
As chair I am forever grateful to this committee – we wouldn’t be here without it.
Irene Ridge

RAMPIAN FUNGUS GROUP

2012 was the usual busy year of workshops and forays which kicked off unusually early with a weekend
get together in March to look at corticioid fungi. Twelve folk came from all over Scotland and together
made some considerable progress as witnessed by some of the interesting records from this group that
are still coming in. A third British record of Sistotrema pistillifera was actually collected and identified during the
workshop weekend.
Amongst the usual mix of foray events we also ran a Microscope Day
Workshop and a Grassland Fungi Weekend workshop. Visiting new
grassland sites is always exciting but 2012 was not the best year for
waxcaps in Scotland. We did have lots of material for practising with keys
and microscopes back in the lab though.
The fungal highlight of the year was locating a new site for the rarely
recorded Biodiversity Action Plan species Boletopsis perplexa (Black
Falsebolete). This was under pine on the edge of the river Dee making this
only the second Deeside location; interestingly it is also a site that produces
three species of stipitate tooth fungi - it seems that these fungi have similar
fruiting requirements.
Hydnotrya cubispora also turned up on a joint recording group foray in
Dumfries and Galloway, the third collection in Scotland in two years - all
under spruce.
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Boletopsis perplexa (Black Falsebolete).
Photogrpah © L Holden
Liz Holden

N

OTTINGHAMSHIRE FUNGI GROUP

2012 was a good year in Nottinghamshire with a range of species recorded from tiny ascomycetes and
rusts to a variety of the larger fungi. We had 12 official autumn forays and a spring foray. These, plus a
few extra surveys and individual submissions, produced 50+ new county records. Some of these, and
other species rare in Notts, are listed below by month.

January Cortinarius trivialis (grass/willows).
February Octospora melina (mossy sand).
April Dumontinia tuberosa (soil/Wood Anemones).
May Amanita gemmata (sand/pines), Eueopixylon udum (fallen oak wood),
Helicobasidium purpureum (dock/dead stem base), Lachnum diminutum (Soft
Rush/dead stem).
June Clathrus ruber (soil/bamboo, garden), Entoloma chalybaeum var.
lazulinum (short grass), Peziza howsei (mossy soil), Phaeomarasmius
erinaceus (fallen willow branch).
July Conocybe vexans (sand/willows), Hemimycena mauretanica (garden,
dead base of Hart’s Tongue Fern).
August Piptoporus quercinus (ancient oaks Sherwood Forest), Pluteus
podospileus (stump), Russula faginea (grassy soil,/oaks).
September Conocybe plicatella (woodchips), Cortinarius purpureus (beech
litter), Cortinarius torvus (beech litter), Ganoderma resinaceum (garden
Turkey Oak trunk), Gymnopus aquosus (soil/oak & pine), Inocybe nitidiuscula
(grassy soil/br-leaf trees), Inocybe ovatocystis (beech litter), Peziza cerea &
Peziza domiciliana (pulverised ash), Typhula quisquiliaris (dead bracken stem
base).
October Arrhenia peltigerina (on lichen Peltigera hymenina), Bovista
aestivalis (grassy sand), Geastrum coronatum (hawthorn, sandy soil),
Geastrum rufescens (sycamore, sandy soil), Inocybe hystrix (soil/litter),
Lactarius controversus (soil/ willow & birch), Lamprospora crouanii (moss
cushion on roof), Lepiota boudieri (soil/litter), Lepiota cortinarius (soil/litter),
Lepiota erminea (grassy sand), Lepiota fuscovinacea (soil/litter), Lepiota
grangei (soil/litter), Lepista panaeolus (sandy grass), Melanoleuca oreina (also
at a different site in November – short grass), Parasola hemerobia (sandy
grass), Schizophyllum amplum (fallen hardwood twig), Steccherinum
ochraceum (rowan stump), Tephrocybe tylicolor (mossy grass/birch), Russula
gracillima (grassy sand/birch).
November Conocybe filaris (woodchips), Cortinarius umbrinolens (soil/
hawthorn), Macrotyphula juncea (leaf litter), Melanoleuca grammopodia (short
grass), Parasola misera (rabbit droppings), Pholiota lubrica (soil & woodchips),
Plicatura crispa (beech log), Resupinatus trichotis (rotten birch wood), Russula
cessans (soil/pine & oak), Sowerbyella radiculata (soil/Cupressus).
It seems that in our area Cortinarius, Inocybe and Lepiota species have done
well; and among the smaller types, Conocybe and Parasola. In fact, the wet
spring and summer followed by a reasonably warm, moist (but not
waterlogged) autumn appear to have favoured good fruiting generally in this
county.

Octospora melina.
Photograph © Richard Rogers

Cortinarius purpureus.
Photograph © Howard Williams

Arrhenia peltigerina.
Photograph © Craig Levy
Howard Williams, Recorder

H

October at a site where it is usually makes only a
nominal appearance. Mycorrhizal species fruited in low
numbers, if at all, only Russula ochroleuca making any
kind of a show, while saprobes of all kinds came late
and reluctantly, often making only a token showing. A
handful of very common species such as Mycena
galericulata fruited well, notably those on seriously wet
wood. Among litter species, one of the best was
Mycena cinerella, which swarmed on larch needles in
November.

EREFORDSHIRE FUNGUS
SURVEY GROUP (HFSG)

Not the best of years in Herefordshire but
finds are made when eyes have to be
sharpened. Best in the spring was an exceptional
abundance of St George`s mushroom Calocybe
gambosa and the pocket plum Taphrina pruni.
Tricholoma sciodes fruited non-stop and abundantly in
beech woodland from mid-September through to late

►
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Below is a selection of notable finds from the Group
forays proving that not everything was submerged in
this wettest of all years. FRDBI numbers are quoted to
give a rough and ready indication of rarity - the fungus
may be genuinely rare or simply under-recorded. All
species marked K are deposited in the Herbarium at
Kew.

about a foot above the ground. Badhamia capsulifera
was identified from cultured material. K
Gibberella pulicaris Haye Park Wood 19.09.2012 in the
perfect state on Cytisus scoparius. K. Sparassis crispa
occurred, unusually, at the base of Douglas Fir
Pseudotsuga menziesii.
Cortinarius cinnabarinus with beech Croft Castle
Estate 03.10.2012 (FRDBI 78). On the same foray, we
also recorded C. turgidus also with beech (FRDBI 9) K
and C. acetosus (FRDBI 12).
Mycena adonis
var. coccinea on
a broad-leaved
twig. Corylus,
Frith Wood
17.10.2012
(FRDBI 37). It
would have been
exciting enough
to see var.
adonis but this
red-stiped
Mycena adonis var coccinea.
variety really
Photograph © Mike Stroud
was the icing on
the cake and a real classic beauty. K
Jo Weightman, Recorder

Apomelasmia state of Aporhytisma urticae on dead
stem of Urtica dioica, 28.03.2012, Haffield Estate
(FRDBI 25). In the Apomelasmia state, slits on the
surface ooze salmon-coloured conidia. K
Pyrenochaeta fallax, also on a dead stinging nettle
stem, 18.04.2012, Bromyard Downs (FRDB I 7). Grey
areas surrounded by dark brown setae. K
Clitocybe vermicularis several colonies in conifer litter,
Widow`s Wood, Bogmarsh, 23.05.2012 (FRDBI 17). A
vernal species with a brown cap, conspicuous white
rhizomorphs and very small spores. K
Hydropus subalpinus a fifth VC36 record for a rarely
recorded – overlooked? – species Baynton Wood
13.06.2012, (FRDB I 9). Resembling a slender, pale
sand-coloured Gymnopus but with very large cystidia.
K
Gymnopus ocior and G. cf aquosus were both
recorded at Moccas Park NNR 08.08.2012. KK.
Piptoporus quercinus was recorded at another station
in the Park, growing on the trunk of a living veteran oak

H

UNTS FUNGUS GROUP

which has been popping up in many places this year.

While it has been just too wet for fungi to
fruit in some parts of the country, this
autumn has been one of the best seasons
in our often dry area thanks to the unusually wet
weather.

Back home, the village of Houghton near Huntingdon
held a year-long Bioblitz and in late October we were
approached to lead a fungus foray around the village.
Sites included the churchyard, playing field, a large
garden, verges and a lane leading to Houghton
Meadows Nature Reserve. Several people from the
village joined us and we were all surprised and
delighted by the number of species that we found. We
recorded 82 species including Leucoagaricus
ionidicolor and Cortinarius hinnuleus which were both
new records for our county. There were splendid
groups of Agaricus bohusii and Cortinarius
purpurascens under an oak tree on the playing field.

Our patch is the old county of Huntingdonshire (VC31)
plus the north-east part of Northamptonshire (VC32)
known as the Soke of Peterborough. We also stray into
Bedfordshire and Norfolk for some of our forays in
order to encounter different soil types and different tree
species.
This year, we ventured even further afield and enjoyed
an October weekend foraying in the New Forest. Our
organiser found us some splendid accommodation in
two new holiday cottages in Brockenhurst. We used
the kitchen and dining room in one of them for catering
and eating, and had our microscopes and study area in
the other. The forest was very wet and fungi were
rather sparse in places. We were pleased to find good
examples of the Nail Fungus (Poronia punctata) on the
pony dung, which was a new species for several
members. Two species that were new to all of us were
Hydropus floccipes and H. subalpinus, the latter being
a new record for South Hampshire. Of the tooth fungi,
we saw Hericium cirrhatum and Hydnellum
concrescens, neither of which we encounter in our
home area. We saw Fomitoporia robusta at one of its
few known sites, and the notorious Cortinarius rubellus

We are pleased to welcome several new group
members this year. Our regular forays have each
added 70-100 records to our database which will
shortly hit the 20,000 milestone. Our webmaster has
been busy cleaning the database and will soon be
making it freely available.
As we approach the end of the season, we have a lot
of planning to do for next year as we are hosting the
main BMS Autumn Foray from 19th to 26th October
2013 at Lakeside Lodge in the wonderfully-named
village of Pidley. This will be the first foray by the BMS
since 1974, so we’re hoping to make it a memorable
week. We’ve got some great sites lined up!
Sheila Wells
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been turned over by the boar.
From Laymoor Quag in the east to Symonds Yat in the
west, some of our most productive sites have been
devastated down to a depth of six inches or more. As
a group, we are concerned about the long term impact
of this and would be interested to hear what other
members might think. Are we right to be concerned or
will Mother Nature restore these sites? Any
information or views would be welcomed.
Keith & Val
Davies

EAN FUNGUS GROUP

In 2005 a small group of “wild” boar were
released into the Forest of Dean. At first,
very few people took any notice and they
were treated as something of a novelty and even
appeared on “Autumn Watch.” Since then, they have
multiplied significantly, having no natural predators,
and there are now hundreds of them; no-one knows
the exact number. Attempts by the Forestry
Commission to reduce numbers have been met with
hostility by the “Friends of the Wild Boar”. Many local
residents support the culls, however, having had their
gardens trashed and their dogs chased by the boar.

Typical wild
boar
damage.
Photograph
© K Davies

Members of the Dean Fungus Group are becoming
increasingly concerned by the impact of the feral boar
on many of our key sites throughout the Forest. Pigs
in general are good at ploughing up the soil in search
of food and the boar is no exception. It is now rare to
find a stretch of verge or a foray site which has not

P

ammophilae and healthy numbers of the spring fruiting
ascomycete Peziza ammophila.

EMBROKESHIRE FUNGUS
RECORDING NETWORK

Wales Fungus Day was launched on October 14th by
fungus enthusiasts at the National Botanic Gardens in
Carmarthenshire with a comprehensive and wellreceived programme of events. For our part, we
arranged a foray at a local nature reserve (sanddunes, naturally!) and were rewarded with decent
weather, a good turnout, and a good collection of
fungi.

Enthused by the 2011 BMS sand-dune
foray in North Wales, we extended the main
thrust of our local recording activities beyond
grasslands and into dunes. No bad thing as it turned
out to be a lack-lustre year for many grassland
species, and a
woodland foray in
early November
had almost as
many forayers as
fungal records.

Coprinopsis ammophilae.
Photograph © D Harries

S

Away from the dunes, and one of Pembrokeshire's
special species - the “critically endangered worldwide”
fungus, Cryptomyces maximus, received a publicity
boost in September with its inclusion in the IUCN list of
the 100 most endangered species worldwide. A useful
plug for fungus conservation in general, and a helpful
boost for our activities locally.
David Harries, PFRN Co-ordinator

Dune highlights
included several
observations of the
Red Data List
species
Coprinopsis

Our main activities are summarised below. All figures
are given as interim, as autumn is still in full swing at
the time of writing.

URREY FUNGUS STUDY GROUP

Surrey Fungus Study Group was created in
January 2012. During the last ten months,
we have gradually shaped ourselves into a
project group that aims to produce Surrey checklists,
and to serve as a receptacle for the county’s fungal
data. Hosted by K(M), we receive local specimens for
identification and filter those to be deposited in K(M).
Good contacts are being maintained with the other
groups and organisations that operate in the county,
for example the London Fungus Group, West Weald
Fungus Recording Group (WWFRG), Kent and
Orpington Field Clubs, and the Surrey Wildlife Trust.
We have become a partner to the Surrey Biodiversity
Information Centre, which is the county’s NBN
gateway.

Having started with six, we now have eleven
members. Only two forays were planned, but three
held. A fungal database, Surreytrack, has been
created in order to accommodate the county’s fungal
records. Some 9000 records of the fungi collected,
identified or confirmed by our members have been
entered into this database, by five ‘users’. Some 2000
records are thought to be from this year and the rest
from the past. Excluded from this number are some
270 specimens deposited at K(M), which were
collected or identified by members during the year. 30
specimens of more common fungi collected or

►
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identified by the members have also been donated to K
(M) as reserve material. Currently excluded from these
statistics are the records generated by WWFRG.

of species recorded in Surrey in 2012 will not be known
until early next year, but judging from the numbers
above, it is believed to be in the region of 1000.

Four ‘first for GB’
collections deposited
at K(M) this year by
Surrey members
were Flammulina
elastica, Amanita
coryli, Russula
plumbeobrunnea
and Cortinarius
azureus sensu
Consiglio et al. (not
C. anomalus).
Phacidium eucalypti
Checking 'the' Neolentinus
awaits confirmation
fruiting at Kew.
by a type study to
Photograph © M Parslow
become the first
British record; nonetheless, the taxon is doubtlessly
new to GB. In addition, one ‘first for GB’ species,
Hohenbuehelia abietina, has been collected in Surrey
by Martyn Ainsworth (non-member). The total number

A website, http://www.surreyfungi.com has been
created and is being updated quarterly. The latest
climate notes and species of interest found in the
county can be seen at the end of News page.

N

In the coming years, we hope to strengthen our
activities and interact more with adjacent groups. We
will keep contributing to K(M), in return for their
generosity in accommodating us on their premises.
May we take this opportunity to thank everyone who
helped us in 2012: to Sophie Embleton, Stuart Skeates
and Sheila Wells for giving us information about BMS;
to Ern Emmett and Paul Kirk for providing us with
information regarding databases; to Ted Brown, Vivien
Hodge, Maurice Moss, Joyce Pitt and many others for
sending us personal fungal records, photographs and
specimens.
Mariko Parslow

griseovelata (this one not yet on the Check List). From
Ashton Court Hypochnella violacea, and Psathyrella
panaeoloides on Lamplighters Marsh. Weston Big
Wood produced Entoloma araneosum and Coprinopsis
candidata
(its 3rd.
British
record
apparently
but another
yet to
appear on
the Check
List). Two
records
from
gardens
Hohenbuehelia cyphelliformis.
were
Photograph © J Bailey
another inkcap,
Coprinellus callinus and Conocybe antipus.
Hemimycena candidata from Bathampton Meadow
seems to be a new VC record. On the Asco. front,
Hypocrea strictipilosa appeared at Priors Wood and
Diplocarpus bloxamii was recorded at Leigh Woods.

ORTH SOMERSET & BRISTOL
FUNGUS GROUP

A dry spring was followed by a wet summer
and autumn, which coupled with generally
cool temperatures produced a poor season of fruiting.
Woodlands were particularly disappointing with a
dearth of mycorrhizal species; most species recorded
being those that grow on wood or litter (although even
Mycena spp. were not abundant!). Wax-caps duly
appeared late on, but in smaller quantities than usual.
Still, our Group held two successful Workshops (on
Ascomycetes and Corticioids) and did an Oak Polypore
Survey of Ashton Court near Bristol.

Flammulaster
muricatus.
Photograph © J Bailey

Even in poor years however,
there are some “diamonds in
the dew”:
Records from Group Forays
included Pluteus diettrichii and
Flammulaster muricatus from
Leigh Woods in June and
Amanita castaneogrisea at
East Harptree in September.
The peak season produced
Cortinarius croceocaeruleus
from Blaise Castle, Psathyrella
vinosofulva at Hellenge Hill
and Camarophyllopsis
atropuncta on the Regional
Group Foray at Westonbirt.
Other interesting species
reported by members were,
from Netham Park, Boletus
bubalinus and Inocybe

We continued with our monthly ‘audits’ at Tyntesfield
NT and added some new species to the list
including: Hydropus subalpinus, Chrysomphalina
grossula, Hohenbuehelia cyphelliformis and Parasola
hercules. Not to be outdone by last year’s December
records, both Calocybe gambosa and Sarcoscypha
austriaca were seen even earlier: on 18th November!
Roy Betts
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Changes in Field Mycology &
Conservation Committee
It is the end of another year, the AGM has been and gone and with that there have been some
changes in the Field Mycology & Conservation Committee. Sheila Spence has completed her term of
office as Network Co-ordinator for the affiliated groups during which time the number of groups grew
under her support and guidance. During the last year she organised and held the biennial group
leaders meeting at Hereford which one attendee described as 'the best ever', a fitting accolade to her
time in office. Sheila has been part of the driving force that is promoting what should be the highlight
of UK Mycology outreach activities next year, namely the expansion of the successful Wales Fungus
Day to the UK Fungus Day on 13th October 2013, a date for your diaries. Sheila truly represented
the groups and always made their needs her number one priority. She has supported the BMS in
many ways over the years including being one of the instigators of the Road Show which won so
many awards at various shows over the years and was one of the reasons she and her husband
were awarded the BMS Benefactors Medal 2006. Although she has handed over the mantle of
Network Co-ordinator to David Harries she will still remain on the Field Mycology & Conservation
Committee for another year and continue to make her valuable contributions.
This year also sees Paul Kirk and Carol Hobart leave the Committee to be replaced by David Harries
and Justin Smith. However due to their important roles concerning the FRDBI and the Field Meeting
Programme respectively they have been co-opted onto the Committee next year where they will
continue to make their important contributions to the Society. Professor Bruce Ing will continue as
Vice President for another year and with Geoff Robson as President, Field Mycology should have
another successful year.
The members of the Field Mycology & Conservation Committee are proposed and ultimately elected
by the membership. The Committee's success depends upon suggestions of names of new people
who wish to make a contribution to the running of the Society. Next year we will need to select a new
Vice President for 2014 to represent Field Mycology in addition to one ordinary member of the
Committee so any proposals would be very welcome.
Stuart Skeates

Request for Newsletter Articles
Do you have any items you would like to see published in the Newsletter which would be of
interest to members? We would love to receive short reports of any activities, upcoming events,
items of interest, etc.
Please send items to the office or email to: mycologistnews@britmycolsoc.info

Copy deadline for next issue: 31 January 2013
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BMS Bursary Report
Trace element of Candida albicans
Anthony Plato
Supervisors: Dr Alex Brand & Dr Silvia Wehmeier , University of Aberdeen
Candida albicans is a fungus that is carried as a commensal yeast in the GI tract by the majority of the human
population but it can cause infections of mucosal and cutaneous epithelia and opportunistic, sometimes fatal,
bloodstream candidiasis in vulnerable patients. For growth within a host, C. albicans and other human pathogenic
fungi require trace elements such as iron, manganese and zinc, but sequestration of these metals by the host is a
common defence mechanism against the spread of infection.
I was funded by the British Mycological Society to undertake a 10-week summer project at the University of
Aberdeen to determine the trace element composition of C. albicans and several other fungi. Preparation of the
fungal samples was carried out in the Aberdeen Fungal Group and the element profiles were obtained using
Inductively Coupled Plasma Mass Spectrometry (ICP-MS) in collaboration with TESLA group in the Department of
Chemistry. I first established the element composition of the common laboratory media used to culture fungi.
Perhaps not surprisingly, the concentration of trace elements in minimal medium was approximately 10-fold lower
than in rich, undefined yeast-peptone-dextrose medium. However, by analysing the trace element composition per
mg of dry cell weight, I established that it was not the availability of trace elements that was limiting to fungal growth
in minimal medium, which generated only 40 % of the cell biomass produced in rich medium.
A trace element comparison of C. albicans yeast and hyphal cells showed that most elements were present in
similar concentrations in both morphological forms, with the exception of phosphorus, iron and zinc, which are
present in significantly higher concentrations in yeast cells. In contrast, hyphae contain significantly more
manganese than yeast.
This summer placement has considerably improved my laboratory and time management skills because the project
required a lot of sample preparation and careful planning to gain access to equipment in the two departments. It
was very informative to work on a cross-disciplinary chemistry-biology project and I learned to manage the resulting
large data sets, which were very amenable to data-mining. I presented my work to the Aberdeen Fungal Group and
the Chemistry Department, and produced a poster for a student evening that show-cased work carried out by
summer students. These experiences will prove invaluable as I complete my Honours Year and work towards
applying for PhD projects.
I would like to thank the British Mycological Society for supporting my career aspirations in scientific research by
offering me this studentship. I would also like to thank my supervisor, Dr Alex Brand, for giving me the opportunity to
work with her team, and Dr Silvia Wehmeier for her expertise, day-to-day supervision of the project and help in
analysing the results. I had a fantastic time working with them and all the others in the lab.
Anthony Plato

Project student: Dimitrios Tsallos
Supervisor: Dr. Alex Brand, Aberdeen Fungal Group, Institute of Medical Sciences, University
of Aberdeen
Immuno-compromised and long-term hospitalized patients are prone to infections caused by the normallycommensal fungus, Candida albicans. This fungus can form hyphal filaments, which appear to be a key
mechanism of virulence and are observed in diseased tissue samples isolated from a variety of body sites.
Hyphae are cells that grow by polarized tip extension yet they are different to the polarized mating projections
produced by this fungus. The molecular mechanism involved in hyphal orientation has been previously
investigated by Dr Alex Brand, my supervisor in this project. This molecular machinery involves a series of protein
interactions in the tip of the hyphae where they are localized in order to orientate the cytoskeleton and growth. In
Saccharomyces cerevisiae, the Rsr1 protein is important for bud-site selection in yeast-growth but not for
orientation of the mating projection. In C. albicans, Rsr1 is needed for directional hyphal tip growth but it is not
known whether this protein is involved in mating.

►
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The aim of my experiments was to establish whether Rsr1 is needed
for orientation of the mating projection in C. albicans. Unlike S.
cerevisiae, C. albicans is diploid and usually heterozygous at the
mating-type locus (MTL). The first step was to generate Rsr1 gene
deletion strains which were of opposite mating types. This was
done by growing the rsr1 null mutant on L-sorbose agar, which
causes the loss of one copy of chromosome 5 bearing
the MTL, followed by duplication of the remaining copy. Screening
to identify strains that had converted to either of the two mating
types was carried out by PCR. A further step was required before
mating assays could be carried out. C. albicans has to undergo
phenotypic switching from the yeast-form to a mating-competent
form, termed ‘opaque’. Opaque cells were generated by growing
cells at room temperature on agar plates supplemented with
Phloxine B, which stains opaque cells red, making it easy to identify
which cells to use for mating assays.

Phenotypic switching of Candida albicans:
The chance given to me by the BMS Bursary to take part in the work Mating-competent opaque cells stain red when
grown in the presence of Phloxine B’
of the Aberdeen Fungal Group proved to be an interesting and
enlightening experience. I gained insights into the way a big team is
organised and works together with the same goals yet on independent research projects. I had the privilege to
work with high-level scientists and talk with them about many different aspects of science, ranging from routine lab
work to the concepts behind their various research projects, as well as career paths for the future for myself. I had
the opportunity to attend seminars at the university and hear talks summarising topics from international
conferences that members of the group had attended. I listened to presentations by the Masters and PhD
students, who were at different stages of their studies. Their projects, results and the challenges they had to face
were openly discussed with the Professors, giving me insights into how to set clear research questions. Finally,
attending the journal club and the annual lab day out really helped me to feel that I was part of a great team.
Dimitrios Tsallos, October 2012

Booking Deadline:
20/12/12
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BMS 2013
Foray and Workshop Programme
BMS Workshop - Corticioids of Dean: close encounters with crust fungi
Saturday 9th to Saturday 16th March 2013
Tutor: Dr Martyn Ainsworth, Senior Researcher in Fungal Conservation - RBG Kew;
Senior Specialist, Fungi - Natural England
Based in Parkend in the Royal Forest of Dean, this
BMS workshop will provide a full week of study,
allowing short field visits to collect fresh materials to
work on and time to get to grips with the techniques
and literature needed for identification. As well as
guiding participants through this task, collectively and
individually, Martyn will select a number of habitats/
tree species to visit and begin to build up a picture of
“what lives where”.

relevant literature they have and microscopes.
Activities and accommodation will be based at 1
Hazeldene, Parkend in the heart of the Royal Forest
of Dean (www.deanholidays.co.uk), with some
overflow accommodation in adjacent B&B. The
number of places on the course is limited to 12 and
early booking is essential. To book your place, please
contact Carol Hobart to check availability
(foraymanager@tiscali.co.uk)

The workshop will be particularly useful for those who
attended the 2012 workshop in Stainborough but who
would like more identification practice in a workshop
setting and also for those who didn’t attend but who
would like to come away knowing how to recognise
more members of this deceptively diverse and
ecologically important group.

The price of the week's residential course is £235*
per person, sharing; £355 single*. Materials will be
provided for a cereal/toast breakfast. Packed lunch &
dinner is extra and dinners will be taken at a nearby
Restaurant/Inn. When a place is confirmed, we will
ask for a deposit of £67.50, made payable to The
British Mycological Society and sent to C. Hobart, 84
Stafford Road, Sheffield, S2 2SF with the booking
form (BMS booking form available on line at BMS
field events) the balance to be paid by 12th January
2013 cheques made payable to the BMS.

Attendees may bring along any annotated dried
collections they would like to discuss or work on but
we envisage most work will be with fresh material,
which is easier for those not expert in these species
to use and will allow participants to go out, find,
identify and become familiar with some of these
species and where they fruit.

In addition to accommodation, the house provides
workroom facilities, projection facilities for talks and
books on fungi for use during the course.
*an additional charge of £30.00 is payable by non
BMS members.

The main literature sources for the workshop will be
Bernicchia & Gorjon’s Fungi Europaei Volume 12, the
Corticiaceae of Northern Europe series, B&K 2 and
Karl-Henrik Larsson’s key as issued at the 2012 BMS
Stainborough event. Participants should bring any

Final payment required by 12th January 2013

Spring Foray & Workshop in Derbyshire
18th May - 25th May 2013
Tutor: Dr Brian Spooner Head of Mycology RBG Kew (retired)
The foray will be cottage based in Derbyshire near
Matlock. http://www.darwinlake.co.uk/

Dr Brian Spooner has been invited as a supporting
tutor, to assist and advise participants with their
identifications. There will be no formal lecture
sessions just a friendly self help week with an expert.
It is hoped that we might concentrate on
discomycetes, there should be plenty of available
material in the nearby damp areas at this time of
year. Participants should bring any relevant literature
they have and microscopes.

The surrounds, within the nearby carboniferous
limestone plateau , mill stone grits and local shale's
have varied habitats, including stunning ancient
woodlands, willow carr, hazel groves, conifer
plantations, and heather uplands many of these being
SSSI sites. The BMS has visited the area three times
before in the spring in 1915, 1924 and 1964. It is
hoped that we might investigate some of the sites
previously visited and add to the data.We also hope
to maintain impetus of ascomycete recording
following the highly successful ascomycete workshop
held in the spring of 2011.

The accommodation is in three comfortable four star
self-catering properties with a total of 10 bedrooms,
sleeping up to 23 people and is on Darwin lakes
country cottages estate. This is 45 mins from
Sheffield, Nottingham and Derby and there is easy
14

access from main trunk roads. We have hired a
further building (conference accommodation) to use
as a workroom. Other properties are available for hire
should we require them. As the name suggests we
are indeed alongside a very small lake with
associated wooded muddy surrounds.
The price of the week's residential course is £202 per
person sharing, £265 single room inc. B&B packed
lunch materials.*. Materials will be provided for a
cereal/toast breakfast & Packed lunch. Eve Dinner
in nearby pub is not included in the price; final
payment is required by 1st March 2013.

(A small subsidy grant is available from Heritage
Lottery Fund for this event, details will be sent to you
when you book)
Cheques made payable to The British Mycological
Society and sent to C. Hobart, 84 Stafford Road,
Sheffield, S2 2SF with the booking form (BMS
booking form available on line at BMS field events).
*prices shown are BMS members prices, an
additional charge of £30.00 is payable by non BMS
members.
Final payment required by 1st March 2013

Two Workshop Sessions in the Forest of Dean

Why not look at Dung fungi?
Dung workshop (Session 1) Sat 21st Sept – Tues 24th Sept. 2013 (3 nights)
Dung workshop (Session 2) Weds 25th - Sat 28th Sept. 2013 (3 nights)
Tutor Mike Richardson. Organiser: Caroline Hobart
Restricted to max 12 places only per Tutored
course see below for full week*

should then have a extensive range of material to look
at and hopefully some good UK records emerging
from the identifications.

Fungi that grow on animal dung, usually undigested
vegetable remains are easily cultured but not so
easily identified. The hardy spores of coprophilous
species are unwittingly consumed by herbivores from
vegetation, and are excreted along with the plant
matter. The fungi then flourish in the faeces, before
releasing their spores to the surrounding area. The
animal faeces provides an environment rich in
nitrogenous material, which has been largely sterilised
by the high temperature, as well as the enzymes in
the animal's digestive system. The spores themselves
survive digestion by being particularly thick-walled,
allowing them to germinate in the dung with minimum
competition from other organisms. This thick wall is
often broken down during digestion, preparing the
spore for germination. The spores are so hardy that
samples of dried dung can later be rehydrated,
allowing the fungus to fruit weeks later. (wikipedia)
These fungi are easily cultured in tubs and provide
opportunity to study the succession of fungal fruiting
from zygomycetes, discomycetes, pyrenomycetes
through to the basiodiomycetes (often small coprinus
species). Mike Richardson will guide us through our
identification and be on hand to help.

This is a "hands on" three days, and should be a good
basis for your continuing studies. We are all getting on
and this workshop topic is "ideal for the elderly"
"keeps you entertained in the winter" suitable for
those that "like something a little different" good for
"keeping your partner out of the workroom" etc. and
after washing our hands we like the pub too.
Participants should bring any relevant literature they
have and microscopes.
Activities and accommodation will be based at 1
Hazeldene, Parkend in the heart of the Royal Forest
of Dean with some overflow accommodation in
adjacent B&B. The max. number of places on the
course is limited to 12 and early booking is essential.
To book your place, please contact Carol Hobart to
check availability (foraymanager@tiscali.co.uk) the
price of the three days residential course is £100
Shared ensuite. inc. B&B + packed lunch materials
and teas & coffees (eve dinners in nearby Fountains
Inn are not included)** Offsite B&B Singles might be
possible at approx £160**
*Full week possible only if there are available
spare places but no tutored sessions during turn
around period.
**(non BMS members + £30.00 on total price)

It is suggested that participants will bring along their
samples from different parts of the UK. Mike will
advise on collecting dates and Carol will remind
people what needs collecting and when. Material is
easily stored in plastic tubs and kept damp. We

Final Payment by 1st August 2013
15

AUTUMN MEETING Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire
Sat 19th October – Sat 26th October 2013 (7 nights)
Tutor: Geoffrey Kibby Local Organiser: Richard Shotbolt
The autumn meeting will be based in Cambridgeshire
near Somersham at Lakeside Lodge Golf Centre
http://www.lakeside-lodge.co.uk/ and
http://www.lakeside-lodge.co.uk/accommodation/
gallery/

collections using a microscope. Investigations often
continue late into the evening or the early morning!
These forays provide an opportunity for exchange of
knowledge on current developments in taxonomy and
conservation, and an intensive learning environment
for those with a serious interest (though not
necessarily extensive expertise) in fungal
identification. Occasionally there will be a formal
presentation by the guest tutor. The records of fungi
made during BMS forays are added to the Fungal
Records Database of Britain and Ireland, which is
then made accessible through the online NBN
gateway. Usually at 9.00 pm our guest tutor and
others organise an evening round-up session, in
which the outstanding finds of the day are viewed and
discussed, this conclude each day’s activities prior to
the visit to the bar.

Accommodation will be at Lakeside Lodge a golfing
complex which has a huge workroom, beautiful Alpine
style lodge accommodation and excellent menus.
Accommodation has been provisionally booked for 30
individuals and participants have the option of shared
or single rooms all are ensuite and are serviced daily.
The area supports a surprisingly rich and varied
natural environment with local birch/alder/willow and
Woodwalton Fen and Holme Fen within ten miles.
Large clay woods Monk's Wood, Brampton Wood
and Gamlingay Wood and small woods with smallleaved elm as the dominant species are nearby. In
the north-west of the county there are mixed woods/
plantations like Bedford Purlieus and Old Sulehay
Forest on limestone and greensand, locally there are
lots of quarries and gravel-pits which are usually
excellent mycological sites. October has the potential
to yield very good mycological data.

Participants should bring any relevant literature they
have and microscopes. Attendees are usually very
friendly and willing to help newcomers. Absolute
beginners might be advised to attend their local group
activities first.
Cost
£475.00 shared accommodation
Single £503.00 (non BMS members + £30.00)

As far as I can tell the area has been visited twice by
the BMS, both times (1963 & 1974) based in
Cambridge a spring and autumn foray. The event will
follow the normal pattern of visiting foray sites in the
morning taking with us a packed lunch. We will return
in the early afternoon and spend time working on our

Please note final payment for this foray is
required by 1st January 2013

BMS Overseas Foray - Corsica
November 19th- 26th 2013*
Tutors and local organisers: Dr Pierre-Arthur Moreau, Lille University
and
Dr Franck Richard Assos. Professor Montpellier University
The foray will be hotel based in Corsica on the
northern coast near Calvi. The ecoregion is home to
several distinct forest communities, which vary with
elevation and exposure. Lower elevations 300m have
forests of evergreen sclerophyll oaks Quercus ilex &
Q. suber and pinus pinaster on rich soil. Middle 500
to 1000 m elevations are predominantly forests of
Pinus pinaster interspersed with forests of mixed
broadleaf deciduous trees, including Ostrya
carpinifolia, Alnus cordata and considerable areas of
Castanea sativa. They are accessible in the Balagne
valley less than 1 h driving. Q. pubescens, Q. petraea
are also present though these are rare and hardly
accessible without long walks. It will also be possible

to access to the Fango valley, which is a nice wild
complex of wetlands and old-growth oak forests
(reserve Man and Biosphere).
Around Calvi the surrounding areas are coastal
thermomediterranean environments with Cistaceae
and Pinus pinaster, and dry forests of Quercus ilex
with a few Q. suber. There are also some coastal
wetlands with Alnus glutinosa. The closest forests are
of Q.ilex with Arbutus unedo, some old-growth and of
patrimonial value.
Dr Pierre-Arthur Moreau of Lille University and his
colleague Dr Franck Richard an assos. Professor
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from Montpellier University are to be our local
organisers assisted by members of the
Corsican mycological societies. They are
members of the scientific committee of the
Office of Natural Sites of Corsica. They have
been working for the last ten years building up
the Corsican database of predominantly macro
fungi. Franck Richard worked as a forester in
Corsica for ten years so both know the island
well. There are three mycological groups on the
island very active, enthusiastic and helpful and
they will I believe join us whilst we are there.
Following a good breakfast 7.30-8.00, we leave
for the field at 8.30-9.00, taking a lunch pack
with us. We return to the workroom in the early
afternoon. The dinner will be at 19-20pm and
hopefully be a local style menu.

finds or a general comment on the collections
will take place.
Professor Regis Courtequisse also at Lille
University is president of the French
Mycological Society and is anxious to involve
their society in this event, although his
university commitments may prevent his
attendance. It is envisaged that there will be a
group of French mycologist's specialists in
different genera also attending. This is an
excellent opportunity to forge links with the
French mycological community and will add
substantially to the expertise during the week.
Cost Approx (not including flights) we expect
costs will be between 50-75€ per night half
board + the usual £50.00 workroom fee. (non
BMS members + £30.00 on total price)

The first evening may be used for a talk about
the landscapes, mycology in Corsica, etc., by
local people

Full details will be available in the autumn
confirming the hotel and giving us a
programme of sites

Franck specialises in the ecology of old-growth
forests and biology of post-fire fungi, Whilst
Pierre-Arthur might speak about dry/coastal
fungi, wetland fungi, high-mountain fungi in
Corsica communities associated with alders. At
the end of each day a discussion on interesting

Further details will be sent to you after booking
or if you register interest.

Please turn overleaf for 2013 Booking Form.

Request for Newsletter Articles
Do you have any items you would like to see published in the Newsletter which would be of interest to
members?
We would love to receive short reports of any activities, upcoming events, items of
interest, etc.
Please send items to the office or email to:
mycologistnews@britmycolsoc.info
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Booking Procedure for Forays
and Workshops
The programme of events organised by the Foray
Sub-Committee appear on the Society’s web site
www.britmycolsoc.org.uk along with a booking form
which can be downloaded from the website. There is
a £20 non-refundable booking fee per person per
event which should be sent to the Foray Manager
with a completed booking form for each participant.
For some events it is possible to attend on a part
time basis or to be non resident. There will still be a
fee for workroom space, administration and tutoring
costs. The Society welcomes non-members to its
events but anyone with a keen interest in field
mycology can become a member of the Society.
(Joining the BMS costs less than attending one event
and taking Field Mycology which is included with
membership) BMS members and accompanying non
participants are entitled to a £20 reduction for each
event.

NOTES ON EVENTS
Workshops are usually held over a weekend, are
mainly indoors and combine lectures and
examination of prepared material from the workshop
tutor with individual study using both fresh and
herbarium fungal specimens as appropriate. A
microscope is essential. In some cases, some
outdoor foray activity may be part of the workshop.
Numbers are limited, usually to around 25
participants, and the courses are generally fully
booked.
Residential Forays have a long tradition extending
back to the 19th Century and provide an opportunity
for participants to study the fungi of a particular area.
The days will include a programme of field outings to
collect material to study after returning to the
workroom where investigations often continue late
into the evening or the early morning! Although there
is only a limited programme of formal lectures, if any,
the forays provide an opportunity for exchange of
knowledge on current developments in taxonomy
and conservation, and an intensive learning
environment for those with a serious interest (though
not necessarily extensive expertise) in fungal
identification. The records of fungi made during BMS
forays are added to the Fungal Records Database of
Britain and Ireland which is then made accessible
through the online NBN gateway. As part of this
recording activity, forays also provide an opportunity
to add herbarium specimens to the National
collections and the active participation by members
of the Kew Mycology Department, as well as other
herbaria, is a welcome part of the events. The
evening round-up sessions, in which the outstanding
finds of the day are viewed and discussed, conclude
each day’s activities.

At least six weeks before the event (depending on
the conditions imposed by the venue chosen), the
organiser will ask for payment in full. If you do not
pay this, then your place will be forfeited. Nearer the
event and after full payment, refunds will need to be
negotiated with the organiser, who may be able to
find a substitute; otherwise a refund may not be
possible. Participants should consider travel
insurance to cover late cancellation.
The Foray Manager will send your booking details to
the organisers of each event. Your booking will be
acknowledged by email. If you do not have an email
please enclose a stamped, addressed envelope if
you require acknowledgement. Please bear in mind
that some events have a limited number of places
and may become fully booked quite early.
The form also allows you to indicate your
preferences for accommodation in more detail. The
available accommodation varies with the venue and,
while we would like to try to meet everyone's
individual needs as far as possible, this may not
always be possible. Additional charges will usually
apply for e.g. single rooms or en suite facilities when
they are available. Please contact the Foray
Manager with any queries.

First time participants to a BMS event - The
Society is keen to encourage new participants with
an interest in fungi to extend their expertise and
participate in its forays and workshops including field
mycologists in affiliated local groups throughout the
British Isles. The organisers provide help and
encouragement to new or less experienced
attendees and are happy to be approached to
discuss your particular needs. The organisers are
keen to foster a friendly atmosphere to make it
possible for all participants whatever their level of
expertise to experience a friendly, informative and
enjoyable event.

The BMS small grant scheme is open to students
attending any field meeting and if you are eligible and
would like to apply please contact the Foray
Manager.
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