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Welcome to the April 2017 Edition of the
TVFG Newsletter
I hope you like the slight change of format for the
front page, which I’ve used to make the most of
Caroline’s beautiful painting of a Cortinarius, found
at our Foray at Reading University this year.
As well as the regular reports on last year’s forays,
this Newsletter also contains some fascinating
photographs from the biological hotspot that is Pat
and Harold Gough’s garden, together with early
warning of the dates of our Joint Forays in 2017 with
Hampshire Fungus Recording Group and the Fungus
Survey of Oxford.

We are always looking for new sites for Forays, so if
anyone has any suggestions, please let me know and
I’ll pass your ideas on to Gordon.
Finally, my thanks go to Harold Gough, Paul Hugill
and Caroline Jackson-Houlston, without whom this
Newsletter would be practically devoid of artwork or
photographs.
I hope you enjoy this Newsletter and I look forward
to seeing you at one or more of our forays this year,
perhaps even at a site you have suggested.
Mike Harrison
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

LERATIOMYCES CERES -THE REDLEAD
ROUNDHEAD

cold. Just look through ground floor windows at the
rear of the building and you’re likely to see it a
couple of feet away.
We don’t find this species on forays because we visit
the wrong habitats. If we arranged our forays in
Berkshire’s larger supermarket car parks, instead of
in mature woodland, then Leratiomyces ceres would
probably be one of the most often recorded species.
Furthermore, if we were to hold a few spring forays
in supermarket car parks, we would get a lot more
records for several morel species. They’re far more
common on wood chips in urban areas than they are
in the countryside.
Gordon Crutchfield
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Leratiomyces ceres on woodchip
© Mike Harrison

Mike Harrison’s report in the 2016 Newsletter about
the University of Reading foray mentioned the above
species and commented that there was no previous
record for Berkshire. Thank goodness he included
the English name, or I would not have realised that
the taxonomists had struck again and renamed a
species that I will probably always know as
Stropharia aurantiaca.
I used to go to the annual BMS Foray in Windsor
Great Park back in the late eighties/early nineties
and it was here that I first saw this species, growing
in woodchip in a number of flower beds. While most
of the Great Park is in Surrey, a small part lies in
Berkshire, but presumably all the records from the
foray, and hence all the Leratiomyces records, were
assumed to be from Surrey.
Before he wrote the 2016 Newsletter, Mike asked
me if I had made any significant finds during 2015. I
didn’t consider this species to be worthy of mention.
After all, it’s probably far more common than it was
25 years ago, with the practice of spreading
woodchips becoming more and more common.
The Redlead Roundhead is certainly not a rarity in
this area nowadays. I can think of a number of sites
where I’ve seen it in the past few years, always on
woodchip. Two of the sites are in South Oxfordshire,
but sites within Berkshire include: Prospect Park,
Reading; Morrison’s Supermarket, Basingstoke Road,
Reading; Reading Football Club’s Training Ground,
Finchampstead and South Hill Park Arts Centre,
Bracknell. At South Hill Park, it’s everywhere in the
flower beds. You don’t even have to go out into the

WHAT’S IN A NAME?
As Gordon mentions in his article, the taxonomists
continue to be busy renaming fungi and many of the
names we’ve known and loved keep changing,
keeping us on our toes. Of course, name changes are
not a new thing, although the advent of DNA
analysis has certainly speeded up the process of
change, as old relationships are re-examined in the
light of similarities and differences in DNA
sequences.
An extreme example of this is the genus Boletus.
One recent scheme suggested that the species in
this genus should be distributed between 3
subfamilies and 16 genera. Although some of these:
Xerocomus, Xerocomellus and Aureoboletus may
already be familiar, I suspect that others such as
Imperator, Hortiboletus, Rheubarbariboletus, Imleria
and Hemileccinum, will not.
On another name-related issue, in the 2013
Newsletter, I mentioned the introduction of an
accepted list of English names for fungi. An updated
version, with around 200 extra English names was
produced in 2016 and can be found at
http://www.britmycolsoc.org.uk/mycology/english-names/

A separate list with proposals for further new English
names is currently out for consultation. Among
other, more exotic proposed additions, some
familiar fungi are included. If the proposals are
accepted, Boletus cisalpinus, regularly found on our
forays, would also be the Bluefoot Bolete, Lactarius
controversus found at the 2015 Basing Forest foray
(see 2016 Newsletter), would be Blushing Milkcap,
Parasola auricoma would have the alias of Goldenhaired Inkcap, and the spiny resupinate
Radulomyces molaris, which we see from time to
time, would have the descriptive English name of
Oak Tooth Crust.
Mike Harrison
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

UNUSUAL FUNGI
Our garden has produced quite a crop of different
rusts and other microfungi over the last year, usually
on the weeds that I allow to grow just for that
purpose, much to the annoyance of my better half. I
must, however, admit to more than a pang of envy
at the range of fungi and slime moulds found in Pat
and Harold Gough’s garden.
Crocicreas coronatum
This attractive little discomycete, about 2mm in
diameter, was photographed by Harold on an old
stem of Solidago (Golden Rod) in his garden last
autumn. It is found on dead stems of a wide range of
herbaceous plants, normally between September
and November. It can be distinguished from similarcoloured, related species by the toothed margin and
slender stalks and microscopically, by the size of its
spores. While there are nearly 500 UK records, this
is the first record for Berkshire.

Abortiporus perennis at the Vyne
© Mike Harrison

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Caloscypha fulgens
This is another unusual fungus, found by Pat Gough
on 16 March, growing in their garden on bare soil,
just inside the side wall of an aluminium
greenhouse. At first sight it looks rather like the
Orange Peel fungus Aleuria aurantia, which is also
found in the Gough’s garden, appearing in July to
October. Unlike Aleuria, Caloscypha fulgens (Golden
Cup) discolours bluish-green to olive on the
underside when bruised or handled and fruits in the
spring. Its spores are globose and plain, not elliptical
and reticulated as in Aleuria.

Crocicreas coronatum on Solidago stem
© Harold Gough

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Abortiporus biennis
While not exactly a rare fungus, I couldn’t resist
including this, as it’s the closest thing from the
fungal kingdom to a raspberry ripple that I’ve seen.
This young specimen was photographed on a fallen
oak tree at the Vyne and has yet to develop the
rosette structure that provides its English name of
blushing rosette. Sadly, it never progressed further
than the current stage.

Caloscypha fulgens
© Harold Gough

This species is not in Philips but is featured in
Volume 1 of “Fungi of Switzerland”. It is an
uncommon fungus, with only 21 previous records for
the UK and 5 for Berkshire, although it has been
reported from several places in the UK already this
year.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

2016 FORAY REPORTS
Herbert Plantation: 7th April
Joint Foray with Hampshire Fungus Recording
Group (HFRG)
This second attempt to hold a joint foray at this site,
this time in spring, proved more successful than the
previous autumn, when strong winds forced us to
change venue at the last minute. The 11 forayers
found a total of 75 species. This included 5 new to
North Hants (VC12), one of which: the resupinate
Hyphoderma obtusum, had only 4 previous UK
records. Another of the new to VC finds was
Glyphium elatum, an ascomycete resembling small,
black mollusc shells emerging from dead wood.
Many of the fungi found were either microfungi,
(including several rusts) or resupinates. The largest
cap fungus found was a small group of Pleurotus
cornucopiae (Branching Oyster) growing on a tree.

Datronia mollis at Herbert Plantation
© Harold Gough

Fomitopsis pinicola at Herbert Plantation
© Paul Hugill

Mike Harrison
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Finchampstead Ridges: 10th September
This normally excellent site failed to produce very
many fungi, due to lack of significant rain.
Altogether, the four forayers only managed to find
12 species in total.
The most notable find was a slightly mouldy
Pseudoboletus parasiticus (Parasitic Bolete) on an
earthball. The earthball appeared like a partlydeflated football, due to the material extracted by
the bolete.
Mike Waterman
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Vyne: 18th September
Joint Foray with Hampshire Fungus Recording
Group (HFRG)

It was also nice to find several specimens of the
spring species Mitrula paludosa (Bog Beacon) on
submerged twigs in a wet area. Also present was the
slime mould Reticularia lycoperdon, which has now
been recorded on all of our last 3 Spring Forays.

Reticularia lycoperdon at Herbert Plantation
© Harold Gough

The star find among the larger fungi was the bracket
Fomitopsis pinicola. This distinctive fungus,
mentioned in the Unusual Fungi feature in the 2013
Newsletter, has only 50 previous records in the
FRDBI, although it has been found on several
occasions around the Newbury area.

Xerocomus rubellus at the Vyne
© Paul Hugill

Despite the relatively dry start to the season,
sufficient rain had fallen a few days before this foray

to make it a success, both in the range and quality of
the fungi found and in the number of forayers.

loop into a damper area and back to the path along
the South side of the wood.

Russula violipes at the Vyne
© Paul Hugill

Cyathus striatus at the Vyne
© Paul Hugill

In all, 22 members of TVFG and HFRG were
accompanied by Sarah Giles, Gardens and
Countryside Manager at the Vyne.

Altogether we found 137 species: almost half of
them cap fungi, together with a good number of
brackets, resupinates and some microfungi, many
new to the Vyne. Perhaps the most notable among
many good finds was Melampsora laricis-petandrae:
a rust on Bay Willow, new to Hampshire with only 10
previous UK records. Botryobasidium laeve was also
new to Hampshire and 3 other species were new to
VC12.
Mike Harrison
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Phaeolus schweinitzii at the Vyne
© Harold Gough

On this occasion, we entered Morgaston Wood by
walking across the field to the north of the lake, and
into the wood along a path leading to the woodshed.

Bellehatch Park Woods, 26th September
Only seven people came on this foray at a site which
was new to us – a lot fewer than on previous midweek events. The footpath between the road and
the woods had recently been covered with woodchip and this proved to be very productive. The
woods were dry underfoot and despite some
interesting finds, we probably didn’t see it at its
best. It’s a very varied wood, predominantly oak and
beech with some hazel and birch and various conifer
trees, so it’s probably worth another visit.

Spathularia flavida at the Vyne
© Harold Gough

After lunch, we continued along a concrete path
towards Morgaston Rd before turning off onto a

Ceratiomyxa poroides at Bellehatch Park Woods
© Harold Gough

Highlights included Ceratiomyxa poroides, previously
considered a form of the well-known Ceratiomyxa
fruticulosa, but now a species in its own right, only
recently found in the UK and with only 10 previous
UK records: none in Oxford, Berks or North Hants.

the similarly-coloured Pluteus leoninus by the
microscopic structure of the cap.

Crucibulum laeve at Bellehatch Park Woods
© Harold Gough

A number of examples of Crucibulum laeve: the
Common Birds-nest were also found. Volvariella
bombycina (Silky Rosegill) was another highlight.
Another interesting find was Gymnopus brassicolens
(Cabbage Parachute) identified by its rotten cabbage
smell.
Gordon Crutchfield
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
UK Fungus Day 2016 –
University of Reading: 16th October

Pluteus chrysophaeus at Whiteknights
© Harold Gough

In the afternoon, we walked across the Campus to
towards the Earley Gate and entered the Shrubbery
from the other end, before returning to our starting
point. Altogether, we identified 100 species,
including a number which were relatively
uncommon.

In contrast to 2015, this event only attracted 2
students and failed to attract any members of the
public, although it was reasonably well attended by
TVFG members.
In the morning, we more or less retraced our steps
from the previous year, covering part of the
Wilderness closest to the Harborne Building, before
returning for lunch. One of the first fungi found was
the minute Hymenoscyphus fructigenus (Nut Disco)
growing on a fallen acorn.
Steccherinum ochraceum
© Mike Harrison

Perhaps the most interesting find was Cortinarius
argutus (featured on Page 1 of this Newsletter) with
no previous Berkshire records. Others with only a
few Berkshire records included; Coprinopsis jonesii;,
Russula grisea; Chlorophyllum brunneum and
Lactarius aurantiacus. While scarcely rare, I was
pleased to see one of my favourite resupinates: the
spiny-surfaced Steccherinum ochraceum.

Hymenoscyphus fructigenus at Whiteknights
© Harold Gough

Another interesting find was the yellow Pluteus
chrysophaeus (Yellow Shield), differentiated from

Finally, I’d like to thank Alistair Culham for hosting
this event. I’m also grateful to Mike Waterman for
doing the recording.
Mike Harrison
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

New Copse, Gallowstree Common: 24th October
12 people made it to this foray. In spite of it being
fairly dry underfoot, fungi were reasonably plentiful.
The site is mainly beech woodland with a good
number of oak trees. The species list was boosted
when we found a wet area (which I did not know
was there), where willows and sedges were
dominant. We took a much shorter route through
the woods than usual, which is generally a sign that
a lot is being found.

Chalciporus piperatus at New Copse
© Harold Gough

Among the more interesting finds were: Amanita
rubescens var. annulosulphurea - probably often
recorded as the Common Blusher but distinguished
by a yellow ring; Cortinarius olidus - a yellow sample
from this formidable genus and the semipileate
Laxitextum bicolor, listed as rare and not in most
field guides. The latter has been seen on several
WWFRG forays in the past two years.

Great Copse, Farley Hill: 6th November
We last visited this site in 2013. This time, a small
but select group of forayers identified just under 70
species of fungi.
The scarce bracket fungus Fomitopsis pinicola with
only one previous FRDBI Berks record, made its
second appearance on a TVFG Foray this year.

Trichia varia and Bisporella citrina at Great Copse
© Harold Gough

Some interesting finds were made by rolling fallen
logs. Several logs had colonies of the slime mould:
Trichia varia, with its sporangia resembling baked
beans, in one instance together with fruitbodies of
the discomycete Bisporella citrina.

Resupinatus applicatus at Great Copse
© Harold Gough

Also under a log was a group of the little stemless gill
fungus Resupinatus applicatus (Smoked Oysterling).
Other interesting finds were Russula silvestris, with
only two previous Berks records and the Vermilion
Waxcap: Hygrocybe miniata.
Coprinellus micaceus at New Copse
© Harold Gough

Very common on the foray were: Lactarius blennius
(Beech Milkcap), L. subdulcis (Mild Milkcap) and
Mycena crocata (Saffrondrop Bonnet). Sadly,
Stobilomyces strobilaceus (Old Man of the Woods), a
surprise find on our last visit, wasn’t present this
time.
Gordon Crutchfield
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Mike Harrison
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Chalkhills: 14th November
The number present at this Fungus Survey of
Oxfordshire Foray, to which TVFG members were
invited, was up significantly on the previous year’s
TVFG event, with attendance swelled by local
residents. Unfortunately, the same cannot be said
for waxcaps, which were present in both numbers

and species diversity in 2015. In 2016 however, the
only waxcap found was the Snowy Waxcap
(Hygrocybe virginea).
Noteworthy finds included the chalk specialist,
Amanita echinocephala, which is a regular on this
site; Gomphidius glutinosus the Slimy Spike-cap,
which has only one previous record in VC23 (Oxford)
and the Box Rust, Puccinia buxi, also with one VC23
record. Although Phlebia uda (better known to most
of us by its former name, Mycoacia uda,) may be
less unusual, it was still nice to find.

I found this little slime mould, which is a new record
for Berkshire, on a fallen tree branch without bark in
my garden. The diagnostic feature is the apical
papilla, which is clearly visible in the first
photograph. The sporangia started off looking like
stalkless white currants, developed stalks and then
went through a redcurrant phase, ending up looking
like chocolate truffles, about 1 mm in diameter with
a coarsely granular surface.

Enerthenema papillatum – mature sporangia
© Harold Gough

Harold Gough
Phlebia uda at Chalkhills
© Harold Gough

The title of fungus of the day goes to Crepidotus
carpaticus, a stalkless species with a small, yellowish
hairy cap. This was not only new to VC23, but has
only 43 UK records.
Mike Harrison
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Ambarrow: 26th November
A small but dedicated band of 3 hardy forayers
persevered for just over an hour, before calling it a
day. In that time, we found 25 species: not too bad
in view of the weather conditions and the lateness of
the season. None of the finds was particularly
unusual.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Stemonitis flavogenita
I saw my first Stemonitis in Edgebarrow Wood in
August 2015. It was at the “chocolate tube” stage.
This was identified as Stemonitis axifera, on the basis
of the size and smoothness of the spores and the
structure of the sporangia and the capillitial threads
inside.
In September 2016, while searching piles of rotten
tree logs which we keep in our garden as a habitat
for insects, mushrooms and slime moulds, I found a
shallow circular dome with a diameter of about
25mm on one of the more crumbly, dry chunks of
wood.

Mike Waterman
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
MYXOMYCETE CORNER
Enerthenema papillatum

© Harold Gough

Enerthenema papillatum – immature sporangia
© Harold Gough

It most closely resembled slug or snail eggs, but the
tightly-packed arrangement and pale yellow colour,
led me to believe that it was a Myxomycete,
although not the common Fuligo septica. I
photographed it and then kept checking it every
hour or two, for any changes.

This high magnification photograph shows cross links
between the sporangia.

© Harold Gough

Because I suspected that most of the changes would
take place after dark, I brought the log indoors to
photograph. After about 3 hours, the stems had
started elongating.
© Harold Gough

After 12 days, the sporangia had matured and were
releasing spores.

© Harold Gough

At around midnight the change to the chocolate
colour must have happened and I photographed it
after 8 hours.

© Harold Gough

© Harold Gough

Seen in daylight (22 hours), the colony had lost its
glossy appearance and had started to develop the
appearance of being dusted with cocoa powder. This
is even more apparent in the older colonies in the
background.

The final image, also from the 12th day, is a high
magnification photograph showing the capillitial
threads in the sporangia after the release of most of
the spores. The characteristic shape of the end of
the columella - the stalk-like thread in the centre of
the structure - identifies the species as Stemonitis
flavogenita, although this cannot be seen clearly in
this photograph.
I hope that these notes will encourage those of you
who have not yet discovered slime moulds, to
develop an interest in this fascinating group.
Harold Gough
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Lambridge Wood and Sulham Forays
Reports on these forays will be included in a later
Newsletter.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

© Harold Gough

TVFG BALANCE SHEET FOR 2017

Cash at Bank on 31/12/15

£582.49

Cash at Bank on 31/12/16

£578.22

Cash in hand on 31/12/15
(Gordon Crutchfield)

£19.03

Cash in hand on 31/12/16
(Gordon Crutchfield)

£21.75

Subs for 2015

£6.00

Group Leaders’ meeting
(Mike Waterman)

Subs for 2016

£26.00

£24.27

Newsletter and Foray Programme
2016 printing and distribution costs
(Mike Harrison)

£5.98

Other Postage (Gordon Crutchfield)

£3.30

£633.52
TREASURER’S REPORT

Mike Waterman attended the Group Leaders’
meeting this year. This involved a weekend in a hotel
in Barnsley, heavily subsidised by the BMS. He also
represented the West Weald Fungus Group, so TVFG
only paid half of his costs (£24.27).
Postage costs are very low now that most of our
communications are by e-mail. Similarly, Newsletter
production costs are much reduced.
I recommend that subscriptions should remain at £2
per household in 2017
Gordon Crutchfield – Treasurer
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES

Joint Forays with Hampshire

There will be a late summer Joint Foray with HFRG
this year at 10.00 a.m. on Sunday 20th August at the
Herbert Plantation, with a second Joint Foray
proposed at the Highclere estate on Sunday 26th
November.
Joint Foray with Oxfordshire

Professor Richard Fortey will lead a Joint Foray with
the Fungus Survey of Oxfordshire at 11.00 a.m. on
Saturday 4th November at Shirburn Hill, near
Watlington.
Further details of these Joint Forays will be included
in the list of TVFG Forays for 2017, which will follow
later in the year.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
OUR FUNGAL TOP OF THE POPS

I’ve compared this year’s top 20 fungi with the list
for the 3 years 2012-14 and there are some
significant differences, with several fungi ranked

£633.52
lower previously, making the list this time.
Schizopora paradoxa at 21=, is the only former top
10 fungus that failed to make it into the new top 20,
probably because there are also separate records
for Schizopora radula. This appeared at 35= in this
year’s foray lists and is only distinguishable from S.
paradoxa microscopically. The previously-rare
Laxitextum bicolor was also at 35=. As before, the
relatively small number of records means that the
rankings are hardly statistically significant, but they
are nonetheless interesting.

Name

Ranking
2016

Ranking
2012-4

Hypholoma fasciculare
Daedaleopsis confragosa
Stereum hirsutum
Xylaria hypoxylon
Auricularia auricula-judae
Laccaria amethystina
Mycena vitalis
Rhytisma acerinum
Bjerkandera adusta
Coprinellus micaceus
Hypoxylon fragiforme
Laccaria laccata
Mycena crocata
Mycena galericulata
Piptoporus betulinus
Rhodocollybia butyracea
Russula nigricans
Russula ochroleuca
Scleroderma citrinum
Trametes versicolor

1
2=
2=
2=
5=
5=
5=
5=
5=
5=
5=
5=
5=
5=
5=
5=
5=
5=
5=
5=

1=
6=
1=
3=
50=
6=
15=
24=
63=
36=
63=
3=
50=
6=
11=
15=
50=
9=
15=
5=
Mike Harrison
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